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Item 5. OTHER EVENTS
On February 14, 2002 the Registrant confirmed in a press release
the election of Edward J. Ludwig to the additional role of
Chairman of the Board effective following the Annual Meeting of
Shareholders that was held on February 13, 2002.
A copy of the press release is attached as Exhibit 99.1.

Item 7. FINANCIAL STATEMENTS PRO FORMA FINANCIAL INFORMATION AND EXHIBITS

Exhibit 99--Press release dated February 14, 2002.

SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934,
the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

BECTON, DICKINSON AND COMPANY
(Registrant)

By: /s/ Kathleen M. Gibson

Kathleen M. Gibson
Assistant Secretary

Date: February 14, 2002
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