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(1) The Deferred Compensation Obligations are unsecured obligations of Spartan Stores, Inc. to pay deferred compensation in the future
in accordance with the terms of the Spartan Stores, Inc. Supplemental Executive Savings Plan.

(2) Estimated solely for the purpose of calculating the registration fee.

PART II

INFORMATION REQUIRED IN THE REGISTRATION STATEMENT

Item 3.          Incorporation of Documents by Reference.

                    The following documents filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission are incorporated in this
registration statement by reference:

          (a)          The Registrant's latest annual report filed pursuant to Section 13(a) or 15(d) of the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934 (the "Exchange Act").

          (b)          All other reports filed by the Registrant pursuant to Section 13(a) or 15(d) of the Exchange Act
since the end of the fiscal year covered by the annual report referred to in (a) above.

                    All documents subsequently filed by the Registrant (also referred to as "Spartan Stores") pursuant to
Sections 13(a), 13(c), 14 and 15(d) of the Exchange Act prior to the filing of a post-effective amendment that indicates
that all securities offered have been sold or that deregisters all securities remaining unsold shall be deemed to be
incorporated by reference in this registration statement and to be a part of this registration statement from the date of
filing of such documents.

Item 4.           Description of Securities.

                    The Registrant will provide eligible employees the opportunity to agree to the deferral of a specified
percentage of their compensation under the Spartan Stores, Inc. Supplemental Executive Savings Plan (the "Plan").
The related obligations of the Registrant (the "Obligations") will be unsecured general obligations of the Registrant to
pay the deferred compensation in the future in accordance with the terms of the Plan. Therefore, the Obligations will
be subject to the claims of the Registrant's general creditors and will rank pari passu with other unsecured and
unsubordinated indebtedness of the Registrant from time to time outstanding.

                    The amount of compensation to be deferred by each employee who participates in the Plan (a
"Participant") will be determined in accordance with the Plan, subject to a compensation percentage ceiling, and based
on elections by each Participant. Each Obligation will be payable only on certain specified dates in accordance with
the Plan's terms. The Obligations will be indexed to one or more investment options chosen by each Participant from a
list of investment media, including the Registrant's common stock. Spartan Stores' Obligations to each Participant will
be adjusted to reflect the investment experience, whether positive or negative, of the Participant's chosen investment
options, including any appreciation or depreciation. The Obligations will be denominated and be payable in United
States dollars.
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                    A Participant's benefits under the Plan may not be assigned or encumbered.

                    The Plan's terms provide that Obligations are redeemable only upon the occurrence of a given event;
non-conforming redemptions will be subject to a penalty. Nevertheless, the Registrant reserves the right to amend or
terminate the Plan at any time, provided that no such amendment or termination may reduce the amount credited to a
Participant's account under the Plan.

                    The Obligations are not convertible into another security of the Registrant. The Obligations will not have
the benefit of a negative pledge or any other affirmative or negative covenant on the part of the Registrant. No trustee
has been appointed having the authority to take action with respect to the Obligations and each Participant will be
responsible for acting independently with respect to, among other things, the giving of notices, responding to any
requests for consents, waivers or amendments pertaining to the Obligations, enforcing covenants and taking action
upon default.

Item 5.           Interests of Named Experts and Counsel.

                    Mr. Alex J. DeYonker, a Partner of Warner Norcross & Judd LLP, counsel to the Registrant, serves as a
member of the Registrant's Board of Directors and as General Counsel and Secretary of the Registrant.

Item 6.           Indemnification of Directors and Officers.

                    The Registrant has the power to indemnify its directors, officers, employees and agents against liability
for certain acts pursuant to Sections 561 through 571 of the Michigan Business Corporation Act. Pursuant to its
Amended and Restated Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws, the Registrant may indemnify a director, officer,
employee or agent for liabilities reasonably incurred resulting from any pending, threatened or completed action or
proceeding arising out of such person's position with the Registrant. The Registrant has insured or indemnified its
directors and officers against certain liabilities that may arise under the Securities Act of 1933.

Item 7.           Exemption from Registration Claimed.

                    Not applicable.
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Item 8.           Exhibits.

                    The following exhibits have been filed or incorporated by reference as part of this Registration Statement:

Exhibit
Number Document

4.1 Spartan Stores, Inc. Supplemental Executive Savings Plan.

4.2 Amended and Restated Articles of Incorporation of Spartan Stores, Inc. Previously filed as Annex B
to the prospectus and joint proxy statement contained in Spartan Stores' Pre-Effective Amendment
No. 1 to Registration Statement on Form S-4, filed on June 5, 2000. Incorporated herein by
reference.

4.3 Amended and Restated Bylaws of Spartan Stores, Inc. Previously filed as Annex B to the prospectus
and joint proxy statement contained in Spartan Stores' Pre-Effective Amendment No. 1 to
Registration Statement on Form S-4, filed on June 5, 2000. Incorporated herein by reference.

5 Opinion of Warner Norcross & Judd LLP.

23.1 Consent of Deloitte & Touche LLP.

23.2 Consent of Warner Norcross & Judd LLP (included in Exhibit 5 and incorporated herein by
reference).

24 Powers of Attorney.

Item 9.          Undertakings.

(a)          The undersigned registrant hereby undertakes:

(1)          To file, during any period in which offers or sales are being made, a
post-effective amendment to this registration statement:

          (i)          To include any prospectus required by Section 10(a)(3) of the
Securities Act of 1933;

          (ii)          To reflect in the prospectus any facts or events arising after
the effective date of the registration statement (or the most recent
post-effective amendment thereof) which, individually or in the aggregate,
represent a fundamental change in the information set forth in the registration
statement;
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          (iii)          To include any material information with respect to the plan
of distribution not previously disclosed in the registration statement or any
material change to such information in the registration statement;

provided, however, that paragraphs (a)(1)(i) and (a)(1)(ii) do not apply if the registration
statement is on Form S-3, Form S-8 or Form F-3, and the information required to be included
in a post-effective amendment by those paragraphs is contained in periodic reports filed with
or furnished to the Commission by the registrant pursuant to Section 13 or 15(d) of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934 that are incorporated by reference in the registration
statement.

          (2)          That, for the purpose of determining any liability under the Securities Act of
1933, each such post-effective amendment shall be deemed to be a new registration statement
relating to the securities offered therein, and the offering of such securities at that time shall
be deemed to be the initial bona fide offering thereof.

          (3)          To remove from registration by means of a post-effective amendment any of
the securities being registered which remain unsold at the termination of the offering.

          (b)          The undersigned registrant hereby undertakes that, for purposes of determining any
liability under the Securities Act of 1933, each filing of the registrant's annual report pursuant to
Section 13(a) or 15(d) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 (and, where applicable, each filing of
an employee benefit plan's annual report pursuant to Section 15(d) of the Securities Exchange Act of
1934) that is incorporated by reference in the registration statement shall be deemed to be a new
registration statement relating to the securities offered therein, and the offering of such securities at
that time shall be deemed to be the initial bona fide offering thereof.

          (h)          Insofar as indemnification for liabilities arising under the Securities Act of 1933 may
be permitted to directors, officers and controlling persons of the registrant pursuant to the foregoing
provisions, or otherwise, the registrant has been advised that in the opinion of the Securities and
Exchange Commission such indemnification is against public policy as expressed in the Act and is,
therefore, unenforceable. In the event that a claim for indemnification against such liabilities (other
than the payment by the registrant of expenses incurred or paid by a director, officer or controlling
person of the registrant in the successful defense of any action, suit or proceeding) is asserted by such
director, officer or controlling person in connection with the securities being registered, the registrant
will, unless in the opinion of its counsel the matter has been settled by controlling precedent, submit
to a court of appropriate jurisdiction the question

5
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whether such indemnification by it is against public policy as expressed in the Act and will be
governed by the final adjudication of such issue.

6

SIGNATURES

          Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Act of 1933, the Registrant certifies that it has reasonable grounds
to believe that it meets all of the requirements for filing on Form S-8 and has duly caused this Registration Statement
to be signed on its behalf by the undersigned, thereunto duly authorized, in the City of Grand Rapids, State of
Michigan, on this 21st day of December 2001.

SPARTAN STORES, INC.
(Registrant)

By/s/James B. Meyer
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     James B. Meyer
     President and Chief Executive Officer

          Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Act of 1933, this Form S-8 Registration Statement has been
signed by the following persons in the capacities and on the date indicated.

December 21, 2001 By/s/James B. Meyer

     James B. Meyer
     Chairman of the Board and Director

December 21, 2001 By/s/Alex J. DeYonker

     Alex J. DeYonker
     Director

December 21, 2001 By/s/Elson S. Floyd*

     Elson S. Floyd, Ph.D.
     Director

December 21, 2001 By/s/Richard B. Iott*

     Richard B. Iott
     Director

December 21, 2001 By/s/Gregory P. Josefowicz*

     Gregory P. Josefowicz
     Director

7

December 21, 2001 By/s/Joel A. Levine*

     Joel A. Levine
     Director

December 21, 2001 By/s/Elizabeth A. Nickels*

     Elizabeth A. Nickels
     Director
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December 21, 2001 By/s/Russell H. VanGilder, Jr.*

     Russell H. VanGilder, Jr.
     Director

December 21, 2001 By/s/David M. Staples

     David M. Staples
     Executive Vice President and Chief
     Financial Officer

December 21, 2001 * By/s/Alex J. DeYonker

       Alex J. DeYonker
       Attorney-in-Fact
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EXHIBIT INDEX

Exhibit
Number Document

4.1 Spartan Stores, Inc. Supplemental Executive Savings Plan.

4.2 Amended and Restated Articles of Incorporation of Spartan Stores, Inc. Previously filed as Annex B
to the prospectus and joint proxy statement contained in Spartan Stores' Pre-Effective Amendment
No. 1 to Registration Statement on Form S-4, filed on June 5, 2000. Incorporated herein by
reference.

4.3
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Amended and Restated Bylaws of Spartan Stores, Inc. Previously filed as Annex B to the prospectus
and joint proxy statement contained in Spartan Stores' Pre-Effective Amendment No. 1 to
Registration Statement on Form S-4, filed on June 5, 2000. Incorporated herein by reference.

5 Opinion of Warner Norcross & Judd LLP.

23.1 Consent of Deloitte & Touche LLP.

23.2 Consent of Warner Norcross & Judd LLP (included in Exhibit 5 and incorporated herein by
reference).

24 Powers of Attorney.
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