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July 30, 2007

Dear Stockholder:

You are cordially invited to attend the Annual Meeting of Stockholders of NetScout Systems, Inc. on Wednesday, September 12, 2007 in
Burlington, Massachusetts.

At the Annual Meeting, you will be asked to elect three directors, to ratify the selection of PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP as auditors for the fiscal
year ending March 31, 2008, and to approve the NetScout Systems, Inc. 2007 Equity Incentive Plan. The accompanying proxy statement
describes these matters in more detail.

If you are a stockholder of record, please complete, sign, and date the enclosed proxy card and return it promptly in the enclosed postage-prepaid
envelope. If your shares are held in a bank or brokerage account, you may be eligible to vote electronically or by telephone�please refer to your
enclosed vote instruction form for instructions.

It is important that your shares be voted whether or not you attend the meeting. If you attend the meeting, you may vote in person even if you
have previously returned your vote in accordance with the foregoing. Your prompt cooperation will be greatly appreciated.

Very truly yours,

ANIL K. SINGHAL

Chairman, President, and Chief Executive Officer
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NETSCOUT SYSTEMS, INC.

310 Littleton Road

Westford, MA 01886

NOTICE OF 2007 ANNUAL MEETING OF STOCKHOLDERS

To Be Held September 12, 2007

To the Stockholders of NetScout Systems, Inc.:

The Annual Meeting of Stockholders of NetScout Systems, Inc. will be held on Wednesday, September 12, 2007, at 10:00 a.m. at the Marriott
Hotel, One Mall Road, Burlington, Massachusetts, for the following purposes:

1. To elect three Class II directors to serve for three year terms or until their respective successors are elected and qualified.

2. To ratify the selection of PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP, independent registered public accounting firm, as auditors for the fiscal year
ending March 31, 2008.

3. To approve the NetScout Systems, Inc. 2007 Equity Incentive Plan.

4. To transact other business that may properly come before the meeting or any adjournment.

Stockholders of record at the close of business on July 16, 2007 will be entitled to vote at the meeting and any adjournments.

All stockholders are cordially invited to attend the meeting in person. However, to assure your representation at the meeting you are urged to
complete, sign, date, and return the enclosed proxy card as soon as possible so that your shares can be voted at the Annual Meeting in
accordance with your instructions. No postage is necessary if the proxy card is mailed in the U.S. If your shares are held in a bank or brokerage
account you may be eligible to vote electronically or by phone�please refer to your enclosed vote instruction form for details. If you attend the
meeting, you may vote in person even if you have previously returned your vote in accordance with the foregoing.

By Order of the Board of Directors,

ANIL K. SINGHAL

Chairman, President, and Chief Executive Officer

Edgar Filing: NETSCOUT SYSTEMS INC - Form DEF 14A

5



Westford, Massachusetts

July 30, 2007
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NETSCOUT SYSTEMS, INC.

310 Littleton Road

Westford, MA 01886

PROXY STATEMENT

July 30, 2007

Questions and Answers about the Annual Meeting and Voting

Why did I receive these proxy materials?

The Board of Directors of NetScout Systems, Inc., a Delaware corporation, is providing these proxy materials to you in connection with the
Board�s solicitation of proxies to be voted at our 2007 Annual Meeting of Stockholders. In addition to the Proxy Statement and form of proxy, we
are sending you the Annual Report to Stockholders, which contains financial statements for the fiscal year ended March 31, 2007.

You are invited to attend the Annual Meeting on Wednesday, September 12, 2007 at 10:00 a.m. at the Marriott Hotel, One Mall Road,
Burlington, Massachusetts.

This Proxy Statement and the form of proxy were first mailed to stockholders on or about July 30, 2007.

What is the purpose of the Annual Meeting?

The purpose of the Annual Meeting is to

� elect three Class II directors to our Board of Directors;

� ratify the selection of PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP, independent registered public accounting firm, as auditors for the fiscal year
ending March 31, 2008;

� approve the NetScout Systems, Inc. 2007 Equity Incentive Plan; and
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� conduct other business that properly comes before the Annual Meeting.

How does the Board recommend that I vote?

The Board recommends that you vote �FOR� each nominee to our Board, �FOR� the ratification of PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP as auditors for the
fiscal year ending March 31, 2008, and �FOR� the approval of the 2007 Equity Incentive Plan.

Who can vote?

Stockholders of record as of July 16, 2007, or the Record Date, may vote. As of July 16, 2007, 32,537,919 shares of our common stock were
issued and outstanding. The holders of common stock are entitled to one vote per share on any proposal presented at the Annual Meeting.

What is a stockholder of record?

A �stockholder of record� is a stockholder whose ownership of our stock is recorded on the books of our transfer agent, Mellon Investor Services,
LLC. If you hold our stock through a bank, broker, or other intermediary, you are not a stockholder of record. Instead, you hold the stock in a
�street name,� and the stockholder of record of your shares would be the bank, broker, or intermediary. If you are not a stockholder of record, we
do not know that you are a stockholder or how many shares you own.
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How do I vote my shares?

Whether or not you plan to attend the Annual Meeting, you should vote your shares by completing, signing, and dating the accompanying proxy
card and returning it in the enclosed postage-prepaid envelope. If your shares are held in a bank or brokerage account you may be eligible to vote
electronically or by telephone. Please refer to the enclosed form for instructions. If you attend the Annual Meeting, you may vote in person, even
if you have already voted. If you plan to attend the Annual Meeting and vote, and your shares are held by a bank or broker, you should check
with your bank or broker to get the appropriate forms.

Our Board of Directors named Anil K. Singhal and David P. Sommers as attorneys-in-fact in the proxies. If your proxy has been properly
executed and returned in time to be counted at the Annual Meeting, the shares represented by your proxy will be voted in accordance with your
voting instructions. If you have returned a signed proxy but have not indicated your vote, your proxy will be voted FOR the nominees to our
Board of Directors; FOR the ratification of the selection of PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP, independent registered public accounting firm, as
auditors for the fiscal year ending March 31, 2008; and FOR the approval of the 2007 Equity Incentive Plan. Our Board of Directors knows of
no other matters to be presented at the Annual Meeting. For other matters that may properly come before the Annual Meeting, the
attorneys-in-fact will use their judgment in voting your shares.

May I change or revoke my proxy?

You may revoke your proxy before it is voted at the Annual Meeting by (1) filing a written notice of revocation (dated after the original proxy)
with the Secretary of NetScout before the vote at the Annual Meeting, (2) completing a later-dated proxy, including by Internet or phone, and
delivering it to the Secretary of NetScout before the vote at the Annual Meeting, or (3) attending the Annual Meeting and voting in person. You
should send any written notice of revocation, to be delivered before the Annual Meeting, to NetScout Systems, Inc., 310 Littleton Road,
Westford, MA 01886, Attention: Secretary.

How is a quorum determined?

A majority of the outstanding shares of our common stock entitled to vote at the Annual Meeting makes a quorum, which is required to transact
business. To determine a quorum, we include votes withheld from any nominee, abstentions, and broker �non-votes.� A broker �non-vote� occurs
when a nominee, such as a bank or broker, holding shares for a beneficial owner votes on one proposal but does not vote on another proposal
because the nominee does not have discretionary voting power and has not received instructions from the beneficial owner.

What votes are required for election and approval?

The election of directors is determined by a plurality of the votes cast by stockholders entitled to vote at the Annual Meeting.

On all other proposals being submitted, including the approval of our 2007 Equity Incentive Plan, an affirmative vote of a majority of the shares
present or represented and voting on each such proposal is required for approval. An automated system administered by the transfer agent
tabulates the votes for each proposal. Abstentions are included in the number of shares present or represented and voting on each matter.
Therefore, abstentions on votes on specific proposals will have the effect of �no� votes. Broker �non-votes� are not included in the vote tabulations
for specific proposals.

Edgar Filing: NETSCOUT SYSTEMS INC - Form DEF 14A

9



2

Edgar Filing: NETSCOUT SYSTEMS INC - Form DEF 14A

10



PROPOSAL 1

ELECTION OF DIRECTORS

The following table sets forth the current directors and the nominees to be elected at the Annual Meeting, as described more fully below:

Nominee or Director�s Name and

Year First Became Director Positions with NetScout

Year Term
Will Expire Class

Nominees:

Anil K. Singhal (1984) Chairman, President, and Chief Executive Officer 2007 II

John R. Egan (2000) Director 2007 II

Stuart M. McGuigan (2005) Director 2007 II

Continuing Directors:

Joseph G. Hadzima, Jr. (1998) Director 2008 III

Stephen G. Pearse (2007) Director 2008 III

Victor A. DeMarines (2004) Director 2009 I

Vincent J. Mullarkey (2000) Director 2009 I

The nominees for Class II directors are Messrs. Singhal, Egan, and McGuigan.

Messrs. Singhal, Egan, and McGuigan are Class II directors whose terms expire at this Annual Meeting and who are nominees for re-election for
a term that would expire upon the election and qualification of directors at the Annual Meeting to be held in 2010.

Other Directors

The Board of Directors is also composed of two Class I directors, Messrs. DeMarines and Mullarkey, whose terms expire in 2009, and two Class
III directors, Messrs. Hadzima and Pearse, whose terms expire in 2008. Mr. Popat, a former Class III director, retired as Chairman of the Board
of Directors and Secretary as of January 19, 2007. The Board of Directors appointed Mr. Pearse as a Class III director to serve for the remainder
of the Class III term, expiring upon the election and qualification of directors at the Annual Meeting to he held in 2008.

As of the Record Date, the size of the Board is fixed at seven members. NetScout�s by-laws and certificate of incorporation divide the Board of
Directors into three classes. The members of each class of directors serve for staggered three-year terms.

Proposal and Recommendation
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Our Board of Directors has nominated and recommended that Messrs. Singhal, Egan, and McGuigan be re-elected as Class II directors, to hold
office until the Annual Meeting to be held in the year 2010 or until their successors have been duly elected and qualified or until their earlier
resignation or removal.

The Board of Directors knows of no reason why the nominees would be unable or unwilling to serve, but if any of the nominees should be
unable or unwilling to serve, the proxies will be voted for the election of such other person for the office of director as the Board of Directors
may recommend in the place of such nominee. Unless otherwise instructed, the proxy holders will vote the proxies received by them for the
nominees named above.

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS UNANIMOUSLY RECOMMENDS A VOTE �FOR� THE

NOMINEES FOR DIRECTOR.

3
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PROPOSAL 2

RATIFICATION OF SELECTION OF AUDITORS

The Audit Committee of the Board of Directors has selected PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP, independent registered public accounting firm, to
serve as auditors for the fiscal year ending March 31, 2008. PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP has served as our accountants since 1993. We expect
that a member of PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP will attend the Annual Meeting, will have an opportunity to make a statement if so desired, and
will be available to respond to appropriate questions from our stockholders. We are incorporated in Delaware, and Delaware law does not
require the ratification of the Audit Committee�s selection, but the Audit Committee will consider the results of this vote when selecting auditors
in the future.

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS UNANIMOUSLY RECOMMENDS A VOTE �FOR� THE

RATIFICATION OF THIS SELECTION OF AUDITORS.

4
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PROPOSAL 3

APPROVAL OF THE 2007 EQUITY INCENTIVE PLAN

Introduction

The Board of Directors recommends that stockholders approve the NetScout Systems, Inc. 2007 Equity Incentive Plan, or the 2007 Plan, to
replace the 1999 Stock Option Plan, or the 1999 Plan, that will expire in 2009. We believe that equity awards help drive superior performance by
our officers, directors and employees, contribute significantly to our success, and align the interests of our employees and stockholders.

We use equity incentive plans to grant equity awards broadly to our employees. As discussed in the Compensation Discussion and Analysis, or
�CD&A,� below, all of our current full-time employees have received equity grants, reflecting our philosophy that our entire employee team
should have a stake in increasing shareholder value. We discuss this key goal of our incentive compensation in more detail in the CD&A.

We summarize the 2007 Plan in this section, but our summary should be read in conjunction with the full 2007 Plan, which we include in
Appendix A. If we use capitalized terms in this section and do not define them, the terms are as defined in the 2007 Plan. As noted above, if
approved by the stockholders, the 2007 Plan will replace the 1999 Plan and no further equity awards would be made under the 1999 Plan.

The Compensation Committee, comprised of independent, non-employee directors, is responsible for the administration of the 2007 Plan. Our
Compensation Committee is also responsible for making equity awards to executive officers.

For administrative convenience our Board has established the Equity Compensation Committee, the sole member of which is Mr. Singhal. Our
Equity Compensation Committee is responsible for granting equity awards to our employees and consultants who are not executive officers or
directors. Our Equity Compensation Committee operates under guidelines established by our Board based upon recommendations of the
Compensation Committee and reports all equity awards grants at each regularly scheduled meeting of our Board. We intend to maintain the
Equity Compensation Committee�s role under the new 2007 Plan.

Key Features of the Plan

The maximum number of shares as to which equity awards may be granted under the 2007 Plan is 5,000,000 shares (subject to certain
adjustments under the 2007 Plan), of which no more than 500,000 shares may be granted to any one person. The total authorized shares
represents about 15.4% of our outstanding shares as of July 16, 2007. The 1999 Plan, which was approved by stockholders, authorized
9.5 million shares.

Description of the Plan

Edgar Filing: NETSCOUT SYSTEMS INC - Form DEF 14A

14



Overall. The 2007 Equity Incentive Plan allows us to grant restricted stock units, stock, stock options, and other equity interests to our and our
subsidiaries� employees, officers, directors, consultants, and advisors.

Eligibility. Any employees, officers, directors, consultants, and advisors of NetScout or our subsidiaries will be eligible to participate in the Plan.

Administration. Our Compensation Committee is responsible for the 2007 Plan and granting equity awards. Our Equity Compensation
Committee has been delegated the right of granting equity awards to our employees who are not officers and directors. Our Compensation
Committee may establish rules and guidelines for 2007 Plan administration; select the officers and directors to whom awards are granted;
determine the types of awards to be granted and the number of shares covered by such awards; set the terms and conditions of such awards and
cancel, suspend, and amend awards. Our Compensation Committee has the discretion to make determinations and interpret the 2007 Plan. Any
reference to our Compensation Committee shall be deemed to include as an alternative our Board of Directors as well.

5
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Shares Available for Awards. Of the total shares available under the 2007 Plan, if any award expires, or is terminated, surrendered, or forfeited,
in whole or in part, the unissued Common Stock covered by such award shall again be available for the grant of awards under the 2007 Plan. If
shares of Common Stock issued pursuant to the 2007 Plan are repurchased by, or are surrendered or forfeited to, us at no more than cost, such
shares of Common Stock shall again be available for the grant of awards under the 2007 Plan, provided, however, that the cumulative number of
such shares that may be so reissued under the 2007 Plan will not exceed 5,000,000 shares. Shares issued under the 2007 Plan may consist in
whole or in part of authorized but unissued shares or treasury shares. In the event of certain Extraordinary Capitalization Events, described more
fully in the attached Plan, our Board will adjust the number of shares available and other terms of outstanding equity grants.

Restricted Stock and Restricted Stock Units. Our Compensation Committee may award restricted stock and restricted stock units and establish
the applicable terms for such Awards.

Stock Options. Our Compensation Committee may award stock options in the form of nonqualified stock options or incentive stock options, or
ISO. Incentive stock options generally have a maximum term of ten years. Our Compensation Committee will establish the vesting schedule for
stock options and the method of payment for the exercise price, which may include cash, shares, or other awards. Stock options may not be
repriced without stockholder consent, except in cases of Extraordinary Capitalization Events. Stockholder approval of the class of eligible
participants under the 2007 Plan and the limits on the number of options and stock appreciation rights granted to any one participant under the
2007 Plan is intended to satisfy the stockholder approval conditions for such awards to qualify as deductible under Section 162(m) of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, or the Code.

Other Stock-Based Awards. The Compensation Committee may grant other stock-based awards on such terms as it may establish, including
conditions, conversion rights and formulae, and grants of stock appreciation rights, phantom stock awards, and other stock units.

Transferability and Restrictions. Awards are not transferable other than by will or the laws of descent and distribution unless our Compensation
Committee determines or provides otherwise. Only the Participant may exercise an Option, with limited exceptions.

Adjustments. In the event of certain corporate transaction or events affecting the number or type of outstanding common shares of the company,
including, for example, a stock split, stock dividend, recapitalization, reorganization, merger, consolidation, combination, exchange of shares,
liquidation, spin-off, split-up, or other similar change in capitalization or event, our Compensation Committee will make adjustments in a
proportionate and equitable manner. These adjustments may include changing the number and type of shares to be issued under the Plan and per
participant limits on awards, as well as vesting schedules and exercise price of Options, repurchase prices per security subject to repurchase, and
the terms of each outstanding stock-based Award.

United States Federal Income Tax Consequences. The following summarizes certain United States federal income tax considerations for persons
receiving awards under the 2007 Plan and certain tax effects on the Corporation based on provisions of the Code in effect on the date of this
proxy statement, current regulations, and administrative rulings of the Internal Revenue Service. This summary is not intended to be a complete
discussion of all the United States federal income tax consequences of the 2007 Plan.

Incentive Stock Options:

1. In general, no taxable income results to the optionee upon the grant of an ISO or upon the issuance of shares to him or her upon the exercise
of the ISO, and the Corporation is not entitled to a federal income tax deduction upon either grant or exercise of an ISO.
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2. If shares acquired upon exercise of an ISO are not disposed of within (i) two years from the date the ISO was granted and (ii) one year from
the date the shares are issued to the optionee pursuant to the ISO exercise, or the Holding Periods, the difference between the amount realized on
any subsequent disposition of the shares and the exercise price will generally be treated as capital gain or loss to the optionee.

3. If shares acquired upon exercise of an ISO are disposed of and the optionee does not satisfy the Holding Periods, or a Disqualifying
Disposition, then in most cases the lesser of (i) any excess of the fair market value of the shares at the time of exercise of the ISO over the
exercise price or (ii) the actual gain on disposition will be treated as compensation to the optionee and will be taxed as ordinary income in the
year of such disposition.

4. In any year that an optionee recognizes ordinary income as the result of a Disqualifying Disposition of stock acquired by exercising an ISO,
the Corporation generally should be entitled to a corresponding federal income tax deduction.

5. The difference between the amount realized by the optionee as the result of a Disqualifying Disposition and the sum of (i) the exercise price
and (ii) the amount of ordinary income recognized under the above rules generally will be treated as capital gain or loss.

6. Capital gain or loss recognized by an optionee on a disposition of shares will be long-term capital gain or loss if the optionee�s holding period
for the shares exceeds one year.

7. An optionee may be entitled to exercise an ISO by delivering shares of the Corporation�s Common Stock to the Corporation in payment of the
exercise price if the optionee�s ISO agreement so provides. If an optionee exercises an ISO in such fashion, special rules will apply.

8. In addition to the tax consequences described above, the exercise of ISOs may result in an �alternative minimum tax� under the Code. The Code
provides that an �alternative minimum tax� will be applied against a taxable base which is equal to �alternative minimum taxable income,� generally
reduced by a statutory exemption. In general, the amount by which the value of the shares received upon exercise of the ISO exceeds the
exercise price is included in the optionee�s alternative minimum taxable income. A taxpayer is required to pay the higher of his or her regular tax
liability or the alternative minimum tax. A taxpayer who pays alternative minimum tax attributable to the exercise of an ISO may be entitled to a
tax credit against his or her regular tax liability in later years.

9. Special rules apply if the shares acquired upon the exercise of an ISO are subject to vesting or are subject to certain restrictions on resale
under federal securities laws applicable to directors, officers, and 10% stockholders.

Nonqualified Stock Options:

1. The optionee generally does not recognize any taxable income upon the grant of a Nonqualified Option, and the Corporation is not entitled to
a federal income tax deduction by reason of such grant.
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2. The optionee generally will recognize ordinary income at the time of exercise of a Nonqualified Option in an amount equal to the excess, if
any, of the fair market value of the shares on the date of exercise over the exercise price. The Corporation may be required to withhold income
tax on this amount.

3. When the optionee sells the shares acquired upon exercise of a Nonqualified Option, he or she generally will recognize capital gain or loss in
an amount equal to the difference between the amount realized upon the sale of the shares and his or her basis in the shares (generally, the
exercise price plus the amount taxed to the optionee as ordinary income). If the optionee�s holding period for the shares exceeds one year, such
gain or loss will be a long-term capital gain or loss.

7
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4. The Corporation generally should be entitled to a federal income tax deduction when ordinary income is recognized by the optionee.

5. An optionee may be entitled to exercise a Nonqualified Option by delivering shares of the Corporation�s Common Stock to the Corporation in
payment of the exercise price. If an optionee exercises a Nonqualified Option in such fashion, special rules will apply.

6. Special rules apply if the shares acquired upon the exercise of a Nonqualified Option are subject to vesting or are subject to certain restrictions
on resale under federal securities laws applicable to directors, officers, and 10% stockholders.

Restricted Stock and Restricted Stock Units:

1. Under current federal income tax law, persons receiving Common Stock pursuant to a grant of restricted stock or a restricted stock unit
generally will recognize ordinary income equal to the excess of the fair market value of the shares received over the purchase price, if any. The
Corporation generally will be entitled to a corresponding federal income tax deduction. When such stock is sold, the seller generally will
recognize capital gains or loss.

2. Special rules apply if the stock acquired is subject to vesting or is subject to certain restrictions on resale under federal securities laws
applicable to directors, officers, and 10% stockholders.

If required by law, Participants must pay withholding taxes or agree to have such taxes withheld by transferring shares or allowing shares to be
withheld, if allowed by law. The awards are intended to avoid potential adverse tax consequences to Participants imposed by Code Sections
409A. Further, Code Section 162(m) generally allows tax deductions for performance-based compensation subject to certain limits. We intend
that, subject to stockholder approval, the Plan will qualify under Section 162(m) with respect to grants made to our executive officers.

Amendments. Our Compensation Committee may amend, modify, or terminate Awards with a Participant�s consent unless our Compensation
Committee determines that the change would not materially and adversely affect the Participant. Our Board may also amend, suspend, or
terminate the Plan, without stockholder approval, provided that there is no increase in the number of authorized shares (except for certain events)
or per Participant limit, no change in eligible classes, and no change that requires approval by law or stock exchange rules.

Future Plan Benefits

Immediately after each Annual Meeting of the Stockholders, each non-employee director is granted an equity-based award in the form of
restricted stock units equal in value to $30,000 based on the then-fair market value of Company�s common stock.

NEW PLAN BENEFITS
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2007 Equity Incentive Plan

Name Dollar Value ($)(1)

All Non-Employee Directors as a group
(6 persons) 180,000

(1) Number of units will be determined based on the closing price of a share of common stock listed on the NASDAQ on the date of grant of
the restricted stock units.

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS UNANIMOUSLY RECOMMENDS A VOTE �FOR� THE

APPROVAL OF THE 2007 EQUITY INCENTIVE PLAN.

8
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DIRECTORS AND EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

Name Age Positions

Anil K. Singhal 53 Chairman, President, Chief Executive Officer, and Director
Michael Szabados 55 Chief Operating Officer
David P. Sommers 60 Senior Vice President, General Operations and Chief Financial Officer,

Treasurer, and Secretary
John W. Downing 49 Senior Vice President, Worldwide Sales Operations
Jeffrey R. Wakely 43 Vice President, Finance and Chief Accounting Officer
Victor A. DeMarines 70 Director
John R. Egan 49 Director
Joseph G. Hadzima, Jr.  55 Director
Stuart M. McGuigan 48 Director
Vincent J. Mullarkey 59 Director
Stephen G. Pearse 49 Director

Anil Singhal co-founded the Company in June 1984 and has served as our Chairman, President, Chief Executive Officer, and Director since
January 2007. Before then, Mr. Singhal served as President, Chief Executive Officer, Treasurer, and Director since January 2001. From July
1993 to December 2000, Mr. Singhal served as our Chairman, Chief Executive Officer, and Treasurer. Mr. Singhal has served as a director since
our inception.

Michael Szabados has served as our Chief Operating Officer since April 2007. Before that, he served as Senior Vice President, Product
Operations since January 2001.

David P. Sommers has served as our Senior Vice President, General Operations, Chief Financial Officer, Treasurer, and Secretary since April
2007. Before that, he served as Vice President, General Operations and Chief Financial Officer since January 2001.

John W. Downing has served as our Senior Vice President, Worldwide Sales Operations since April 2007. Before that, he served as Vice
President, Worldwide Sales Operations since September 2000.

Jeffrey R. Wakely has served as our Vice President, Finance and Chief Accounting Officer since October 2005. From February 2002 to October
2005, he was Chief Financial Officer at SiteScape, Inc., a provider of collaboration software solutions. Prior to that, he was the Vice President of
Finance at Enermetrix, Inc., a provider of energy technology services.

Victor A. DeMarines has been a NetScout director since June 2004. From 1962 until his retirement in 2000, Mr. DeMarines was the President
and Chief Executive Officer of MITRE Corporation, a not-for-profit organization that manages Federally Funded Research and Development
Centers for the Department of Defense, Federal Aviation Administration, and Internal Revenue Service. Mr. DeMarines continues to serve as a
member of the Board of Trustees and of the Executive Committee and as Chairman of the Technology Committee of MITRE Corporation. Since
2002, he has been a member of the Board of Directors and the Stock Option Committee and the Chairman of the Audit Committee of Verint
Systems Inc., a publicly-held provider of systems for security applications and enterprise business intelligence. Since May 2006, he has also
been a member of the Board of Directors of GVI Security Solutions, Inc., a publicly-held provider of video surveillance and security solutions to
the professional, homeland security, retail and business-to-business security markets.
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John R. Egan has been a NetScout director since October 2000. Mr. Egan is a founding managing partner of Egan-Managed Capital, a
Boston-based venture capital fund specializing in New England-based, information technology, and early-stage investments. Since 1992, he has
been a member of the Board of Directors at EMC Corporation, a publicly-held provider of computer storage systems and software.

9

Edgar Filing: NETSCOUT SYSTEMS INC - Form DEF 14A

23



Joseph G. Hadzima, Jr. has been a NetScout director since July 1998. Mr. Hadzima has been a Managing Director of Main Street Partners, LLC,
a venture capital investing and technology commercialization company, since April 1998. Mr. Hadzima is also a Senior Lecturer at MIT Sloan
School of Management.

Stuart M. McGuigan has been a NetScout director since August 2005. Since 2004, Mr. McGuigan has served as Senior Vice President and Chief
Information Officer for Liberty Mutual Insurance Group. Prior to this, Mr. McGuigan served as Senior Vice President, Information Services for
Medco Health/Merck Medco Managed Care L.L.C. from 2002 to 2004, and as Senior Vice President, Information Strategy and Development
from 1999 to 2002.

Vincent J. Mullarkey has been a NetScout director since November 2000. Since May 2005, he has been a member of the Board of Directors and
the Chairman of the Audit Committee of webMethods. Mr. Mullarkey was the Senior Vice President, Finance and Chief Financial Officer of
Digital Equipment Corporation from 1994 until his retirement in September 1998. Since leaving Digital Equipment Corporation, Mr. Mullarkey
has also been involved with several companies in the real estate industry.

Stephen G. Pearse has been a NetScout director since May 2007. He is a private investor and has been a principal with investment firms Yucatan
Rock, Inc. and Common Angels since 2001 and 2005, respectively.

There are no family relationships among any of our executive officers and directors.
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SECURITY OWNERSHIP OF CERTAIN BENEFICIAL OWNERS AND MANAGEMENT

The following table sets forth information regarding beneficial ownership of our common stock as of the Record Date by each beneficial owner
of more than 5% of our common stock, each executive officer named in the Summary Compensation Table, each director, and all executive
officers and directors as a group.

Unless otherwise noted, the address of each person listed on the table is c/o NetScout Systems, Inc., 310 Littleton Road, Westford, MA 01886,
and each person has sole voting and investment power over the shares shown as beneficially owned, except to the extent authority is shared by
spouses under applicable law or as otherwise noted below.

Beneficial ownership is determined in accordance with the rules of the Securities and Exchange Commission, or the SEC. Shares of common
stock issuable by the Company to a person or entity named below pursuant to options which may be exercised within 60 days of the Record Date
or restricted stock units which may vest within 60 days of the Record Date are deemed to be beneficially owned and outstanding for purposes of
calculating the number of shares and the percentage beneficially owned by that person or entity. However, these shares are not deemed to be
beneficially owned and outstanding for purposes of computing the percentage beneficially owned by any other person or entity.

Name and Address of Beneficial Owner

Number of Shares
Beneficially Owned

Percentage of Class
Beneficially Owned

Anil K. Singhal(1) 2,932,779 9.0%
Narendra V. Popat(2) 2,288,232 7.0%
David P. Sommers(3) 336,951 1.0%
Michael Szabados(4) 200,689 *
John W. Downing(5) 172,701 *
Victor A. DeMarines(6) 29,672 *
John R. Egan(7) 59,672 *
Joseph G. Hadzima, Jr.(8) 201,009 *
Vincent J. Mullarkey(9) 79,672 *
Stuart McGuigan(10) 11,022 *
Stephen Pearse(11) 1,375 *
Jeffrey R. Wakely 1,279 *
TA Entities(12) 3,322,113 10.2%
c/o TA Associates, Inc.
125 High Street
Boston, MA 02110
Brown Capital Management, Inc.(13) 2,959,462 9.1%
1201 N. Calvert Street
Baltimore, MD 21202
Jyoti Popat(14) 2,424,333 7.5%
All executive officers and directors as a group (12 persons)(15) 6,315,053 18.9%

 * Less than 1% of the outstanding common stock.
(1) Includes an aggregate of 457,233 shares held in trust for the benefit of Mr. Singhal�s children; Mr. Singhal is one of two trustees of each

such trust. Includes 340,000 shares held by a family limited partnership, of which Mr. Singhal and his spouse are the general partners, and
trusts for the benefit of their children are the limited partners. Does not include 1,190,972 shares held by a trust of which Mr. Singhal�s
spouse is deemed to be the beneficial owner and 1,000,000 shares held in a grantor retained annuity trust for the benefit of Mr. Singhal�s
spouse.

(2) Includes an aggregate of 336,557 shares held in trust for the benefit of Mr. Popat�s children; Mr. Popat is one of two trustees of each such
trust. Includes 340,000 shares held by a family limited partnership, of which Mr. Popat and his spouse are the general partners, and trusts
for the benefit of their children are the
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limited partners. Includes 155,980 shares held by the Hope Foundation USA�Investment Trust; Mr. Popat and his spouse are trustees of
such trust. Does not include an aggregate of 136,056 shares held in trust for the benefit of Mr. Popat�s children; Mr. Popat�s spouse is one of
two trustees of each such trust. Does not include 130,000 shares held by the Popat Family Trust. Does not include 1,792,297 shares held by
a trust of which Mr. Popat�s spouse is deemed to be the beneficial owner and 589,646 shares held in a grantor retained annuity trust for the
benefit of Mr. Popat�s spouse.

(3) Includes 325,000 shares issuable upon the exercise of options exercisable within 60 days of July 16, 2007.
(4) Includes 168,438 shares issuable upon the exercise of options exercisable within 60 days of July 16, 2007. Includes 1,900 shares owned by

Mr. Szabados� daughters. Mr. Szabados disclaims beneficial ownership of the shares held by his daughters.
(5) Includes 153,750 shares issuable upon the exercise of options exercisable within 60 days of July 16, 2007.
(6) Includes 20,000 shares issuable upon the exercise of options exercisable within 60 days of July 16, 2007 and 4,137 shares issuable upon

the vesting of restricted stock units within 60 days of July 16, 2007.
(7) Includes 50,000 shares issuable upon the exercise of options exercisable within 60 days of July 16, 2007 and 4,137 shares issuable upon

the vesting of restricted stock units within 60 days of July 16, 2007.
(8) Includes 110,000 shares issuable upon the exercise of options exercisable within 60 days of July 16, 2007 and 4,137 shares issuable upon

the vesting of restricted stock units within 60 days of July 16, 2007. The shares deemed to be beneficially owned by Mr. Hadzima do not
include an aggregate of 41,328 shares held in trust for the benefit of Mr. Hadzima�s children.

(9) Includes 50,000 shares issuable upon the exercise of options exercisable within 60 days of July 16, 2007 and 4,137 shares issuable upon
the vesting of restricted stock units within 60 days of July 16, 2007.

(10) Includes 1,350 shares issuable upon the exercise of options exercisable within 60 days of July 16, 2007 and 4,137 shares issuable upon the
vesting of restricted stock units within 60 days of July 16, 2007.

(11) Includes 1,375 shares issuable upon the vesting of restricted stock units within 60 days of July 16, 2007.
(12) Based solely on a Schedule 13G filed with the SEC on February 2, 2005 as supplemented by Form 4s filed with the SEC on July 13, 2007.

Includes 2,516,162 shares held by TA/Advent VIII L.P.; 658,066 shares held by Advent Atlantic & Pacific III L.P.; 66,684 shares held by
TA Executives Fund LLC; and 70,193 shares held by TA Investors LLC. TA/Advent VIII L.P., Advent Atlantic & Pacific III L.P., TA
Executives Fund LLC and TA Investors LLC are part of an affiliated group of investment partnerships referred to, collectively, as the TA
Entities. The general partner of TA/Advent VIII L.P. is TA Associates VIII LLC. The general partner of Advent Atlantic & Pacific III L.P.
is TA Associates AAP III Partners L.P. TA Associates, Inc. is the general partner of TA Associates AAP III Partners L.P. and is the sole
manager of TA Associates VIII LLC, TA Executives Fund LLC and TA Investors LLC. In such capacity, TA Associates, Inc., through an
executive committee, exercises sole voting and investment power with respect to all shares held of record by the named investment
partnerships; individually, no stockholder, director or officer of TA Associates, Inc. is deemed to have or share such voting or investment
power. Also includes 1,008 shares held directly by TA Associates, Inc. and 26,837 shares held by High Street Partners L.P., a general
partnership whose individual general partners have voting and investment power over the shares beneficially owned by such general
partner.

(13) Based solely on a Schedule 13G/A filed with the SEC on February 6, 2006.
(14) Includes 340,000 shares held by a family limited partnership, of which Mrs. Popat and her spouse are the general partners, and trusts for

the benefit of their children are the limited partners. Includes 136,056 shares held in trust for the benefit of Mrs. Popat�s children;
Mrs. Popat is a trustee of each such trust. Includes 155,980 shares held by the Hope Foundation USA�Investment Trust; Mrs. Popat and her
spouse are trustees of such trust. Does not include an aggregate of 589,646 shares held in a grantor retained annuity trust for the benefit of
Mrs. Popat. Does not include 130,000 shares held by the Popat Family Trust. Does not include 1,455,695 shares held by a trust of which
Mrs. Popat�s spouse is deemed the beneficial owner. Does not include an aggregate of 336,557 shares held in trust for the benefit of
Mrs. Popat�s children; Mrs. Popat�s spouse a trustee of each such trust.

(15) Includes an aggregate of 878,538 shares issuable upon exercise of options exercisable within 60 days of July 16, 2007 and an aggregate of
22,060 shares issuable upon the vesting of restricted stock units within 60 days of July 16, 2007.

12

Edgar Filing: NETSCOUT SYSTEMS INC - Form DEF 14A

27



CORPORATE GOVERNANCE

Director Independence

Our Board of Directors has determined that each of Messrs. DeMarines, Egan, Hadzima, McGuigan, Mullarkey, and Pearse is independent
within the meaning of our director independence standards and the director independence standards of The NASDAQ Stock Market, Inc., or
NASDAQ. Furthermore, our Board of Directors has determined that each member of our Audit Committee, Compensation Committee, and
Nominating and Corporate Governance Committee of our Board of Directors is independent within the meaning of the Company�s, NASDAQ�s,
and the SEC�s independence standards, as applicable.

Executive Sessions of Independent Directors

Our Board of Directors holds executive sessions of the independent members of our Board following each regularly scheduled in-person
meeting of our Board of Directors. Executive sessions do not include any directors who are not independent within the meaning of the
Company�s and NASDAQ�s director independence standards, and the Lead Independent Director, currently Mr. Egan, is responsible for chairing
the executive sessions.

Policies Governing Director Nominations

Director Qualifications

Our Nominating and Corporate Governance Committee is responsible for reviewing with our Board of Directors from time to time the
appropriate qualities, skills, and characteristics desired of Board members in the context of the needs of the business and current make-up of our
Board of Directors. This assessment includes consideration of the following minimum qualifications that our Nominating and Corporate
Governance Committee believes must be met by all directors:

� Directors must be individuals of the highest ethical character and integrity and share our values as reflected in our Code of Business
Conduct;

� Directors must have reputations, both personal and professional, consistent with our image and reputation;

� Directors must be free of conflicts of interest that would interfere with the proper performance of the responsibilities of a director;

� Directors must have the ability to exercise sound business judgment;

� Directors must be willing and able to devote sufficient time to the affairs of the Company and be diligent in fulfilling the
responsibilities of a director and/or committee member, as the case may be;
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� Directors must have substantial business or professional experience and expertise and be able to offer meaningful and practical advice
and guidance to our management based on that experience and expertise; and

� Directors must have a commitment to enhancing stockholder value.

The Nominating and Corporate Governance Committee also considers numerous other qualities, skills, and characteristics when evaluating
director nominees, such as:

� An understanding of and experience in the network performance management solutions market, the market for networking solutions
generally and related accounting, legal, finance, product, sales and/or marketing matters;

� Experience on other public or private company boards, unless a director otherwise provides complementary capabilities or qualifies as
an �audit committee financial expert� under the rules of the SEC; and

� Leadership experience with public companies or other major organizations.
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Board members are expected to prepare for, attend, and participate in Board meetings and meetings of committees on which they serve. In
addition, directors must stay abreast of our business and markets.

Process for Identifying and Evaluating Director Nominees

The Board of Directors is responsible for nominating persons for election as directors of the Company. Our Board of Directors delegates the
selection and nomination process to our Nominating and Corporate Governance Committee, with the expectation that other members of our
Board of Directors, and of management, will be requested to take part in the process as appropriate.

Generally, the Nominating and Corporate Governance Committee identifies candidates for director nominees in consultation with management,
through the use of search firms or other advisers, through the recommendations submitted by stockholders, or through such other methods as our
Nominating and Corporate Governance Committee deems to be helpful to identify candidates. Once candidates have been identified, our
Nominating and Corporate Governance Committee confirms that the candidates meet all of the minimum qualifications for director nominees
established by the Nominating and Corporate Governance Committee. The Nominating and Corporate Governance Committee may gather
information about the candidates through interviews, questionnaires, background checks, or any other means that the Nominating and Corporate
Governance Committee deems to be helpful in the evaluation process. The Nominating and Corporate Governance Committee then meets as a
group to discuss and evaluate the qualities and skills of each candidate in light of the criteria set forth above or established by the Nominating
and Corporate Governance Committee from time to time, both on an individual basis and taking into account the overall composition and needs
of our Board of Directors. Based on the results of the evaluation process, the Nominating and Corporate Governance Committee recommends
candidates for our Board�s approval as director nominees for election to the Board of Directors. The Nominating and Corporate Governance
Committee also recommends candidates for the Board�s appointment to the committees of our Board of Directors.

Procedures for Recommendation of Director Nominees by Stockholders

The Nominating and Corporate Governance Committee will consider director candidates who are recommended by our stockholders.
Stockholders, in submitting recommendations for director candidates to the Nominating and Corporate Governance Committee, shall adhere to
the following procedures:

The Nominating and Corporate Governance Committee must receive any such recommendation for nomination not later than the close of
business on the 120th day nor earlier than the close of business on the 150th day prior to the first anniversary of the date of the proxy statement
delivered to stockholders in connection with the preceding year�s annual meeting.

Such recommendation for nomination must be in writing and include the following information:

� Name and address of the stockholder making the recommendation, as they appear on our books and records, and the name and address
of such record holder�s beneficial owner;

� Number of shares of our capital stock that are owned beneficially and held of record by such stockholder and such beneficial owner;
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� Name of the individual recommended for consideration as a director nominee;

� All other information relating to the recommended candidate that would be required to be disclosed in solicitations of proxies for the
election of directors or is otherwise required, in each case pursuant to Regulation 14A under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as
amended, or the Exchange Act (including the recommended candidate�s written consent to being named in the proxy statement as a
nominee and to serving as a director if approved by our Board of Directors and elected); and

� A written statement from the stockholder making the recommendation stating why such recommended candidate meets our criteria
and would be able to fulfill the duties of a director.

14
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Nominations must be sent to the attention of NetScout�s Director, Investor Relations by mail, fax, or email:

By U.S. mail (including courier or other expedited delivery service): NetScout Systems, Inc., 310 Littleton Road, Westford, MA 01886 Attn:
Director, Investor Relations

By facsimile: (978) 614-4004, Attn: Director, Investor Relations

By email: ir@netscout.com

Our Director, Investor Relations will promptly forward any such nominations to the Nominating and Corporate Governance Committee. As a
requirement to being considered as a director for nomination to our Board of Directors, a candidate will need to satisfy the following minimum
requirements:

� A candidate must undergo a comprehensive private investigation background check from a qualified company of our choosing; and

� A candidate must complete a detailed questionnaire regarding his or her experience, background, and independence.

Once the Nominating and Corporate Governance Committee receives the nomination of a candidate and the candidate has satisfied the minimum
requirements above, such candidacy will be evaluated and a recommendation with respect to such candidate will be delivered to our Board of
Directors.

Policy Governing Security Holder Communications with the Board of Directors

The Board of Directors provides to every stockholder the ability to communicate with the Board of Directors as a whole and with individual
directors through an established process for security holder communication (as that term is defined by the rules of the SEC) as follows:

For communications directed to the Board of Directors as a whole, stockholders may send such communications to the attention of the Chairman
of the Board by one of the three methods listed below:

(1) By U.S. mail (including courier or other expedited delivery service):
NetScout Systems, Inc.
310 Littleton Road
Westford, MA 01886
Attn: Chairman of the Board, c/o Director, Investor Relations

(2) By facsimile:
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(978) 614-4004
Attn: Chairman of the Board, c/o Director, Investor Relations

(3) By email:
ir@netscout.com

For stockholder communications directed to an individual director in his or her capacity as a member of the Board of Directors, stockholders
may send such communications to the attention of the individual director via one of the three methods listed below:

(1) By U.S. mail (including courier or other expedited delivery service):
NetScout Systems, Inc.
310 Littleton Road
Westford, MA 01886
Attn: [Individual Director], c/o Director, Investor Relations

(2) By facsimile:
(978) 614-4004
Attn: [Individual Director], c/o Director, Investor Relations

15
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(3) By email:
ir@netscout.com

We will forward any such stockholder communications to the Chairman of our Board, as a representative of our Board of Directors, and/or to the
director to whom the communication is addressed, on a periodic basis. We will forward such communications by certified U.S. mail to an
address specified by each director and the Chairman of the Board for such purposes or by secure electronic transmission.

Policy Governing Director Attendance at Annual Meetings of Stockholders

Our policy is that one of the regularly scheduled in-person meetings of our Board of Directors will be scheduled on the same day as our annual
meeting of stockholders, and all directors are encouraged to attend our annual meeting of stockholders. All but one member of our Board of
Directors attended the Annual Meeting of Stockholders held on September 13, 2006.

Code of Ethics

We have adopted a code of ethics as defined by regulations promulgated under the Securities Act of 1933, as amended, and the Exchange Act,
which applies to all of the employees, officers, and directors of the Company and our subsidiaries, including our principal executive officer,
principal financial officer, principal accounting officer and controller, and persons performing similar functions. A current copy of the Code of
Business Conduct is available at the Corporate Governance section of our website at http://www.netscout.com/investors/. NetScout intends to
disclose amendments to or waivers from provisions of the Code of Business Conduct that apply to our principal executive officer, principal
financial officer, principal accounting officer or controller, and persons performing similar functions, by posting such information on our
website, available at http://www.netscout.com/investors/.

For more corporate governance information, you are invited to visit the Corporate Governance section of our website, available at
http://www.netscout.com/investors/. Contents of our website are not part of or incorporated by reference into this proxy statement.
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THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND ITS COMMITTEES

Board of Directors

The Board of Directors met 12 times and took action by written consent two times during the fiscal year ended March 31, 2007. Each of the
directors attended at least 75% of the total number of meetings of our Board of Directors and the committees on which they served during fiscal
year 2007. The Board of Directors has standing Audit, Compensation, Nominating and Corporate Governance, Finance, and Equity
Compensation Committees.

Audit Committee

The Audit Committee of the Board of Directors, of which Messrs. DeMarines, Egan, Hadzima, and Mullarkey are currently the only members, is
responsible for (1) reviewing and overseeing the financial reports provided by us to the SEC, our stockholders, or to the general public, and our
accounting policies, internal accounting controls, internal control over financial reporting, auditing functions, and financial reporting practices;
(2) ensuring the independence of the independent auditor and thereby furthering the integrity of our financial reporting; and (3) establishing
procedures designed to facilitate the receipt, retention, and handling of complaints regarding disclosure controls and procedures, internal control
over financial reporting and accounting, internal accounting control or auditing matters, and the receipt of confidential, anonymous submissions
by our employees of concerns regarding questionable accounting or auditing matters. A current copy of the Audit Committee Charter is
available at the Corporate Governance section of our website at http://www.netscout.com/investors/. The Audit Committee met eight times and
took action by written consent one time during the fiscal year ended March 31, 2007. Mr. Mullarkey serves as the Chairman of the Audit
Committee and qualifies as an �audit committee financial expert� under the rules of the SEC. Our Board of Directors has determined that each
member of our Audit Committee, including Mr. Mullarkey, is independent within the meaning of the Corporation�s and NASDAQ�s director
independence standards and the SEC�s heightened director independence standards for audit committee members.

Compensation Committee

The Compensation Committee, of which Messrs. Egan, Hadzima, and McGuigan are currently the only members, is responsible for discharging
the responsibilities of the Board of Directors relating to the compensation of our executives, administering our incentive compensation and stock
plans, reviewing and making recommendations with respect to our benefit plans and human resource activities, and reviewing with our
management and recommending for inclusion in our proxy statements and incorporation by reference in our Annual Reports on Form 10-K the
Compensation Disclosure and Analysis. A current copy of the Compensation Committee Charter is available at the Corporate Governance
section of our website at http://www.netscout.com/investors/. Our Compensation Committee met eight times during the fiscal year ended
March 31, 2007. Mr. Hadzima serves as the Chairman of the Compensation Committee. The Board of Directors has determined that each
member of our Compensation Committee is independent within the meaning of the Corporation�s and NASDAQ�s director independence
standards.

Nominating and Corporate Governance Committee

The Nominating and Corporate Governance Committee, of which Messrs. DeMarines, Egan, and Hadzima are currently the only members, is
responsible for identifying individuals qualified to become members of our Board of Directors, recommending to our Board of Directors the
director nominees for election, and monitoring compliance with and periodically reviewing our Code of Business Conduct and Corporate
Governance Guidelines. The Nominating and Corporate Governance Committee may also, in its discretion, consider nominees recommended by
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our stockholders. A current copy of the Nominating and Corporate Governance Committee Charter is available at the Corporate Governance
section of our website at http://www.netscout.com/ investors/. Our Nominating and Corporate Governance Committee met two times and took
action by written
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consent one time during the fiscal year ended March 31, 2007. Mr. Egan serves as the Chairman of the Nominating and Corporate Governance
Committee. The Board of Directors has determined that each member of the Nominating and Corporate Governance Committee is independent
within the meaning of the Company�s and NASDAQ�s director independence standards.

Finance Committee

The Finance Committee, of which Mr. Mullarkey, Mr. DeMarines, Mr. Hadzima and Mr. Egan are currently the only members, considers
strategic growth initiatives and other opportunities that may become available to the Company from time to time. During the fiscal year ended
March 31, 2007, the Finance Committee met seven times.

Equity Compensation Committee

The Equity Compensation Committee, of which Mr. Singhal is currently the only member, is responsible for granting equity-based awards under
our equity incentive plans to employees and consultants who are not executive officers or directors of the Company and to generally exercise
rights similar to those held by our Compensation Committee with respect to those grants. The Equity Compensation Committee operates under
guidelines established by the Board of Directors and reports all options granted at each regularly scheduled meeting of our Board of Directors.
The Equity Compensation Committee took action by written consent 12 times during the fiscal year ended March 31, 2007.

Report of Audit Committee of the Board of Directors

This report is submitted by the Audit Committee of the Board of Directors, which reviews with the Corporation�s management and independent
registered public accounting firm the annual consolidated financial statements and such firm�s opinion thereon, reviews the results of the
integrated audit of the Corporation�s annual consolidated financial statements and management�s assessment of internal control over financial
reporting, evaluates the effectiveness of the independent auditors, recommends the retention of or potential change in the independent auditors to
the Board of Directors and reviews the Corporation�s accounting policies, disclosure controls and procedures and internal control over financial
reporting. The Audit Committee is currently comprised of Messrs. DeMarines, Egan, Hadzima, and Mullarkey, and each is independent within
the meaning of the Corporation�s, SEC, and NASDAQ�s director independence standards. Mr. Mullarkey serves as the Chairman of the Audit
Committee and is an audit committee financial expert as defined by the SEC. The Audit Committee operates under a written charter adopted by
the Board of Directors. This charter is reviewed and reassessed annually.

The Audit Committee oversees the Corporation�s financial reporting process on behalf of the Board of Directors. Management has the primary
responsibility for the Corporation�s financial statements and the financial reporting process, including disclosure controls and procedures and
internal control over financial reporting. In fulfilling its oversight responsibilities, the Audit Committee reviewed the audited consolidated
financial statements included in the Corporation�s Annual Report on Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended March 31, 2007 with management,
including a discussion of the quality, not just the acceptability, of the implementation of accounting principles, the reasonableness of significant
judgments, the clarity of disclosures in the financial statements, and reviewed the Corporation�s disclosure controls and procedures and internal
control over financial reporting, including management�s assessment of the effectiveness of its internal control over financial reporting.

The Audit Committee reviewed the results of the integrated audit with the independent auditors who are responsible for expressing an opinion
on the conformity of those audited consolidated financial statements with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of
America and on management�s assessment of, and the effective operation of, the Corporation�s internal control over financial reporting as of
March 31, 2007, in accordance with the standards of the Public Company Accounting Oversight Board (United States). The Audit Committee

Edgar Filing: NETSCOUT SYSTEMS INC - Form DEF 14A

37



also reviewed with the independent auditors their judgments as to the quality, not just the
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acceptability, of the Corporation�s selection and implementation of accounting principles and such other matters as are required to be discussed
with the Audit Committee under generally accepted auditing standards. In addition, the Audit Committee also discussed with the independent
auditors the auditors� independence from management and the Corporation, including the matters in the written disclosures required by the
Independence Standards Board and considered the compatibility of any non-audit services with the auditors� independence.

The Audit Committee discussed with the Corporation�s management and independent auditors the overall plan for the integrated audit. The Audit
Committee meets consistently throughout the year with the independent auditors, with and without management present, to discuss the results of
their examinations, their assessment of the Corporation�s internal control over financial reporting, and the overall quality of the Corporation�s
financial reporting. The Audit Committee held eight meeting and acted once by written consent during fiscal year 2007.

The Audit Committee has reviewed the audited consolidated financial statements of the Corporation at March 31, 2007 and for each of the three
fiscal years then ended with both management and PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP, the Corporation�s independent registered public accounting
firm. The Audit Committee has also discussed with the independent auditors the matters required to be discussed by Statement on Auditing
Standards No. 61, as amended by Statement on Auditing Standards No. 90 (Communications with Audit Committees), as currently in effect. The
Audit Committee has received the written disclosures and the letter from the independent auditors required by Independence Standards Board
Standard No. 1 (Independence Discussions with Audit Committees), as currently in effect, and has discussed with PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP
that firm�s independence. Based on its review of the Corporation�s consolidated financial statements and these discussions, the Audit Committee
concluded that it would be reasonable to recommend, and on that basis did recommend, to the Board of Directors that the audited consolidated
financial statements be included in the Corporation�s Annual Report on Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended March 31, 2007.

Respectfully submitted by the Audit Committee

Vincent J. Mullarkey, Chairman

Victor A. DeMarines

John R. Egan

Joseph G. Hadzima, Jr.
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COMPENSATION AND OTHER INFORMATION

CONCERNING DIRECTORS AND EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

Executive Compensation Summary

The following summary compensation table sets forth the total compensation paid or accrued for the fiscal year ended March 31, 2007 to our
Chief Executive Officer, Chief Financial Officer, former Chairman of the Board and Secretary, and each of our three other most highly
compensated executive officers during the fiscal year ended March 31, 2007. The executives listed below may be referred to as the �Named
Executive Officers.�

Summary Compensation Table

Name and Principal Position Fiscal Year Salary ($) Bonus ($)

Restricted
Stock Unit

Awards(2) ($)

Change in
Pension

Value(3) ($)
All Other(4)

Compensation ($) Total ($)

Anil K. Singhal

Chairman, CEO and President

2007 261,154 162,500 �  71,000 55,913 550,567

Narendra V. Popat

Former Chairman

2007 226,261 162,500 �  1,337,000 46,986 1,772,747

David P. Sommers

Senior VP and CFO

2007 210,000 80,000 �  �  �  290,000

Michael Szabados

COO

2007 210,000 80,000 �  �  10,064 300,064

John W. Downing(1)

Senior VP, Worldwide Sales

Operations

2007 157,500 170,540 �  �  �  328,040

Jeffrey R. Wakely

VP, Finance and CAO

2007 167,308 30,000 �  �  �  197,308

(1) The information presented for Mr. Downing under the �Bonus� column consists of Sales Commissions.
(2) We did not make any restricted stock unit or option grants during the fiscal year ended March 31, 2007 to any of our Named Executive

Officers. When granted, restricted stock units vest over four years and are valued based upon the closing market price of our common
stock at the date of grant. Due to new accounting pronouncements applicable to stock-based awards, we use and expect to continue to use
restricted stock and restricted stock unit awards as the most common form of stock-based awards granted under our equity incentive plans.

(3) Change in Pension Value for Mr. Singhal represents vesting in fiscal 2007 towards a future retirement benefit. Total future payments for
severance and health benefits are projected at $1,357,000 and vest over 4 years 8 months beginning in the fourth quarter of the fiscal year
ended March 31, 2007. Change in Pension Value for Mr. Popat represents the present value of a fully vested retirement benefit that will be
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paid out to Mr. Popat over 7 years beginning in the second quarter of the fiscal year ending March 31, 2008. Total future payments for
severance and health benefits are projected at $1,591,000. Mr. Popat retired in January 2007.

(4) See the All Other Compensation Table below for additional information.

Option Awards. We did not make any option grants during the fiscal year ended March 31, 2007 to any of our Named Executive Officers. Due to
new accounting pronouncements applicable to stock-based awards, we have begun to use and expect to continue to use restricted stock unit
awards for our stock-based awards in lieu of option grants and have therefore omitted this column.

Non-Equity Incentive Plan Compensation. We currently do not have any non-equity incentive compensation plans for any of our Named
Executive Officers and have therefore omitted the corresponding columns.
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Nonqualified Deferred Compensation Earnings. We currently do not provide a non-qualified defined contribution plan or other deferred
compensation plan to any of our Named Executive Officers.

All Other Compensation Table

Name and Principal Position Car Usage ($)

Financial and
Legal

Counseling ($)
401(K)

Match ($) Other(1) ($) Total ($)

Anil K. Singhal 9,145 39,659 6,450 660 55,913
Narendra V. Popat 6,358 33,236 6,450 942 46,986
Michael Szabados �  2,000 6,450 1,614 10,064

(1) This column reports the total amount of other benefits provided, none of which individually exceeded the greater of $25,000 or 10% of the
total amount of All Other Compensation for the Named Executive Officer. These other benefits include: the value of supplemental life
insurance premiums and spousal attendance at company sponsored events.

Grants of Plan Based Awards Table. We do not have any Plan Based Awards for any of our Named Executive Officers and have therefore
omitted this table.

Outstanding Equity Awards at Fiscal Year End Table

Option Awards Stock Awards

Name

Grant
Date

Number of
Securities
Underlying
Unexercised
Options (#)
Exercisable

Number of
Securities
Underlying
Unexercised
Options (#)
Unexercisable

Option
Exercise Price ($)

Option
Expiration

Date

Number of
Shares or Units
of Stock That
Have Not
Vested (#)

Market Value of
Shares or Units
of Stock That
Have Not
Vested ($)

Anil K. Singhal �  �  �  �  �  �  �  

Narendra V. Popat �  �  �  �  �  �  �  

David P. Sommers 6/13/2003 250,000 �  4.22 4/25/2010 �  �  
6/13/2003 25,000 �  4.22 7/17/2012 �  �  
6/27/2001 50,000 �  5.26 6/27/2011 �  �  
1/24/2006 �  �  �  �  14,269 129,134

Michael Szabados 7/17/2002 50,000 �  4.30 7/17/2012 �  �  
6/27/2001 11,250 �  5.26 6/27/2011 �  �  
4/25/2000 75,000 �  13.44 4/25/2010 �  �  
1/25/2000 32,188 �  28.94 1/25/2010 �  �  
9/19/1997 31,600 �  2.50 9/19/2007 �  �  
1/24/2006 �  �  �  �  14,269 129,134

John W. Downing 1/5/2004 20,000 �  7.85 1/15/2014 �  �  
6/13/2003 68,750 �  4.22 9/25/2010 �  �  
6/13/2003 25,000 �  4.22 12/1/2010 �  �  
6/27/2001 40,000 �  5.26 6/27/2011 �  �  
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1/24/2006 �  �  �  �  14,269 129,134

Jeffrey R. Wakely �  �  �  �  6,649 60,173

Equity Incentive Plan Awards. We do not have any equity incentive plans for any of our Named Executive Officers and have therefore omitted
the corresponding columns.
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Option Exercises and Stock Vested Table

Option Awards Stock Awards

Name

Number of
Shares

Acquired on
Exercise(#)

Value Realized
on Exercise($)

Number of
Shares
Acquired

on Vesting(#)

Value
Realized

on Vesting($)

Anil K. Singhal �  �  �  �  
Narendra V. Popat �  �  �  �  
David P. Sommers �  �  4,756 39,624
Michael Szabados 38,000 212,491 4,756 39,342
John W. Downing 31,250 141,984 4,756 39,624
Jeffrey R. Wakely �  �  2,216 17,750

Pension Benefits Table

Name

Number of Years of
Credited Service (#)

Present Value of
Accumulated Benefit ($)

Payments During
Last Fiscal Year ($)

Anil K. Singhal 3 months 71,000 �  
Narendra V. Popat �  1,337,000 �  

In January of 2007, we entered into agreements with Mr. Singhal and Mr. Popat that provide retirement benefits to them. Mr. Singhal�s
retirement benefit vests over 4 years and 8 months beginning in January 2007 at a rate of 1.5 years for every year of future service, prorated for
any partial year. Total future payments for severance and health benefits assuming 100% vesting are projected at $1,357,000. This is an
unfunded obligation. Mr. Popat�s retirement benefit is fully vested and will be paid out over 7 years beginning in July 2007. Total future
payments for severance and health benefits are projected at $1,591,000. This is an unfunded obligation.

Non-Qualified Deferred Compensation Table

We do not provide a non-qualified defined contribution plan or other deferred compensation plan to any of our Named Executive Officers and
have therefore omitted this table.

Director Compensation Table for Fiscal 2007

Name

Fees Earned or
Paid in Cash ($) Stock Awards ($)

All Other
Compensation ($) Total ($)

Victor A. DeMarines 40,466 30,000 20,000 90,466
John R. Egan 54,683 30,000 20,000 104,683
Joseph G. Hadzima, Jr. 53,216 30,000 20,000 103,216
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Stuart M. McGuigan 27,000 30,000 20,000 77,000
Vincent J. Mullarkey 50,466 30,000 20,000 100,466
Kenneth T. Schiciano(1) 6,875 �  �  6,875

(1) Mr. Schiciano retired from the Board effective September 13, 2006.
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Non-employee directors are compensated $15,000 annually for their services and also receive compensation of $1,500 for each regular Board of
Directors meeting attended. The lead non-employee director also receives an additional annual retainer of $6,000. Non-employee directors
receive $8,000 annually for serving on the Audit Committee, $2,000 annually for serving on the Finance Committee and $6,000 annually for
serving on either the Compensation Committee or Nominating and Corporate Governance Committee. In addition, directors who are
chairpersons of a particular committee are given additional annual compensation of $10,000 for the Audit Committee, $2,000 for the Finance
Committee, and $6,000 for either the Compensation Committee or Nominating and Corporate Governance Committee. Finance Committee
members receive $1,000 for each meeting attended in person and $750 for each meeting attended via telephone. Non-employee directors are also
reimbursed for their reasonable out-of-pocket expenses incurred in attending meetings of the Board of Directors or of any committee thereof and
for attendance at approved director education programs. Non-employee directors are granted annually equity-based awards in the form of
restricted stock units representing $30,000 of NetScout common stock. In addition, upon the annual vesting of these restricted stock units the
non-employee directors receive $20,000 to defray the corresponding tax liability. These restricted stock unit awards vest 100% on the date of our
annual meeting provided that during such year, such director attends at least 75%, collectively, of the meetings of the Board and any committee
of the Board of which such director is a member. In the event that the foregoing attendance requirements are not met, then 100% of these
restricted stock units will vest on the third anniversary of the date of grant. No other equity awards are given to our directors.

Stock Plans

1990 Stock Option Plan. Our 1990 Stock Option Plan was adopted by the Board of Directors and approved by our stockholders on October 4,
1990. In general, options granted pursuant to the 1990 Stock Option Plan are exercisable within ten years of the original grant date and become
exercisable over a period of four years from a specific date; an additional 25% of unexercisable options will become exercisable immediately
prior to the closing of a merger, acquisition, business combination, or similar transaction which results in our existing stockholders owning less
than 50% of our equity securities or assets. Options are not assignable or transferable except by will or the laws of descent or distribution. We
have a right of repurchase for shares issued upon the exercise of options under certain circumstances, including unauthorized transfers of shares
and termination of the optionee�s relationship with us in certain situations. As of the Record Date, options to purchase an aggregate of 150,278
shares of common stock at a weighted average exercise price of $4.75 per share were outstanding under the 1990 Stock Option Plan. No
additional option grants will be made under the 1990 Stock Option Plan.

1999 Stock Option and Incentive Plan. Our 1999 Stock Option and Incentive Plan, as amended, or the 1999 Stock Option Plan, was adopted by
the Board of Directors in April 1999 and was approved by our stockholders in June 1999. The 1999 Stock Option Plan provides for the grant of
stock-based awards to our employees, officers and directors, consultants, or advisors. Under the 1999 Stock Option Plan, we may grant options
that are intended to qualify as incentive stock options within the meaning of Section 422 of the Code, options not intended to qualify as incentive
stock options, restricted stock, and other stock-based awards. Incentive stock options may be granted only to our employees. A total of
4,500,000 shares of common stock were originally reserved for issuance under the 1999 Stock Option Plan. In September 2001, at our annual
meeting of stockholders, an additional 5,000,000 shares were approved, for a total of 9,500,000 shares reserved for issuance under the 1999
Stock Option Plan. The maximum number of shares with respect to which awards may be granted to any employee under the 1999 Stock Option
Plan shall not exceed 1,000,000 shares of common stock during any calendar year.

The 1999 Stock Option Plan is administered by our Compensation Committee. Subject to the provisions of the 1999 Stock Option Plan, our
Compensation Committee has the authority to select the persons to whom awards are granted and to determine the terms of each award,
including the number of shares of common stock subject to the award. Payment of the exercise price of an award may be made in cash or, if
approved by the Compensation Committee, shares of common stock, a combination of cash and stock, a promissory note or by
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any other method approved by the Compensation Committee. Unless otherwise permitted by the Compensation Committee, awards are not
assignable or transferable except by will or the laws of descent and distribution and, during the participant�s lifetime, may be exercised only by
the participant.

The 1999 Stock Option Plan provides, subject to certain conditions, that upon an acquisition of the Company, 25% of each unvested portion of
any awards will accelerate and become exercisable, with the remaining 75% of each unvested portion to continue vesting throughout the term of
such awards.

The Compensation Committee may, in its sole discretion, amend, modify or terminate any award granted or made under the 1999 Stock Option
Plan, so long as such amendment, modification or termination would not materially and adversely affect the participant. The Compensation
Committee may also provide that any option shall become immediately exercisable, in full or in part, or that any restricted stock granted under
the 1999 Stock Option Plan shall be free of some or all restrictions.

As of the Record Date, options to purchase an aggregate of 2,991,111 shares of common stock at an average exercise price of $6.47 per share
were outstanding under the 1999 Stock Option Plan, and we had granted restricted stock units representing 997,021 shares of common stock,
with 567,536 shares outstanding. After adoption of the 2007 Plan, no additional grants shall be made under the 1999 Stock Option Plan.

1999 Employee Stock Purchase Plan, as amended. The 1999 Employee Stock Purchase Plan, as amended, or the 1999 Purchase Plan, was
adopted by the Board of Directors in April 1999 and was approved by our stockholders in June 1999. The plan was amended by our Board of
Directors on January 17, 2001, July 18, 2001, and April 29, 2003. A total of 500,000 shares of common stock were originally reserved for
issuance under the 1999 Purchase Plan. In September 2003, at our annual meeting, an additional 750,000 shares were approved, for a total of
1,250,000 shares reserved for issuance under the 1999 Purchase Plan. The Board of Directors suspended the 1999 Purchase Plan as of
October 31, 2005.

1997 and 2000 Incentive Plans. Upon the consummation of our acquisition of NextPoint Networks, Inc., or NextPoint, we assumed NextPoint�s
1997 Stock Incentive Plan and 2000 Stock Incentive Plan or, collectively, the NextPoint Plans, and all outstanding options which had been
issued pursuant to each plan. Options to purchase shares of NextPoint common stock were converted into options to purchase shares of our
common stock. In general, options granted pursuant to the 1997 Stock Incentive Plan or the 2000 Stock Incentive Plan are not transferable or
assignable except by will or the laws of descent and distribution. The 1997 Stock Incentive Plan provided that all outstanding options become
immediately exercisable upon the consummation of the NextPoint acquisition. However, certain NextPoint option holders executed an
agreement providing that (i) only 50% of such option holder�s options would become exercisable immediately following the acquisition and
(ii) the remainder of the unexercisable options would become exercisable in equal quarterly amounts over the two years following the
acquisition. Under the 2000 Stock Incentive Plan, options generally become exercisable over a four-year period from a specific date. As of the
Record Date, options to purchase an aggregate of 47,874 shares of our stock at a weighted average exercise price of $3.19 were outstanding
under the 1997 Stock Incentive Plan and options to purchase an aggregate of 4,558 shares of our common stock at a weighted average exercise
price of $8.83 were outstanding under the 2000 Stock Incentive Plan. No additional option grants will be made under the 1997 Stock Incentive
Plan or the 2000 Stock Incentive Plan.
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The following table sets forth securities authorized for issuance under our stock option plans:

Equity Compensation Plan Information

Number of securities

to be issued

upon exercise of
outstanding options,

warrants and rights

Weighted-average

exercise price of
outstanding options,

warrants and
rights

Number of securities

remaining available
for future issuance

under equity
compensation plans
(excluding securities
reflected in column

(a))

(a) (b) (c)
Plan category
Equity compensation plans approved by security holders 3,761,362 $ 6.34 5,696,646
Equity compensation plans not approved by security
holders �  �  �  

Total 3,761,362 $ 6.34 5,696,646

401(k) Plan

We maintain a 401(k) plan qualified under Section 401 of the Code. All of our employees who are at least 21 years of age and work at least 20
hours per week are eligible to participate in the 401(k) plan. Under the 401(k) plan, a participant may contribute a maximum of 60% of his or her
pre-tax salary, commissions and bonuses through payroll deductions, up to the statutorily prescribed annual limit, which was $15,000 (or
$20,000 for individuals at least 50 years of age) in calendar year 2006, to the 401(k) plan. The percentage elected by more highly compensated
participants may be required to be lower. At the discretion of our Board of Directors, we may make matching contributions to the 401(k) plan.
During the plan year ended December 31, 2006, we matched $0.50 for each $1.00 of employee contributions up to 6% of compensation. Our
contributions vest at a rate of 25% per year of service. In addition, at the discretion of our Board of Directors, we may make profit-sharing
contributions to the 401(k) plan for all eligible employees. During the plan year ended December 31, 2006, we made no profit-sharing
contributions to the 401(k) plan.

Employment Agreements

We entered into an employment agreement with Mr. Singhal and a separation agreement with Mr. Popat, as discussed below.

Transactions with Management and Others

Narendra Popat, our co-founder and outgoing Chairman of our Board of Directors, retired, effective January 19, 2007. In connection with his
retirement, we entered into a separation agreement with Mr. Popat, whereupon Mr. Popat became an advisor, through January 2010, to our Chief
Executive Officer. The separation agreement provides for the payment of severance of $16,000 per month, along with continued health and
dental benefits, until Mr. Popat, age 57, reaches the age of 65. Should Mr. Popat die before the age of 65, the balance of any such severance
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payments due Mr. Popat would be paid to his estate in one lump sum payment equal to the net present value of such remaining monthly
payments.

Upon Mr. Popat�s retirement, Mr. Singhal assumed the role of Chairman of our Board of Directors, effective January 19, 2007. In conjunction
with his additional responsibilities, we entered into a new employment agreement with Mr. Singhal, which provides that he will receive an
annual base salary of at least $300,000. The employment agreement provides for a three-year term commencing January 19, 2007 with
automatic one-year renewals. During the term of this agreement, Mr. Singhal will also be eligible to receive an annual bonus based
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on company performance and individual objectives. The employment agreement is terminable at will by either party and provides that if we elect
not to renew the agreement for any reason, or if Mr. Singhal�s employment is terminated by us without due cause as defined in the agreement, by
Mr. Singhal at any time following the consummation of a sale of the Company, or upon the death or disability of Mr. Singhal, Mr. Singhal, or
his estate, is entitled to receive in a lump sum, a payment equal to the net present value of $16,000 per month for seven years. If Mr. Singhal
terminates his employment with us for any reason prior to the consummation of a sale of the Company, he is entitled to such lump sum payment
for the period for which his severance benefits have vested (not to exceed seven years). Mr. Singhal will also receive continued health and dental
benefits during such period. Mr. Singhal�s severance benefits will vest at a rate of 1.5 years for every year of future service, prorated for any
partial year.

We have an agreement with Mr. Sommers under which we will pay Mr. Sommers severance equal to 12 months of his base salary, over a six
month period beginning six months after termination, if we terminate him without �due cause,� as defined in the agreement, or if Mr. Sommers
terminates his employment with us for �good reason,� as defined in the agreement.

Each of these agreements was approved by a majority of our Board of Directors and by a majority of the disinterested members of our Board of
Directors. All future transactions, if any, with our executive officers, directors, and affiliates will be on terms no less favorable to us than could
be obtained from unrelated third parties and will be approved by a majority of our Board of Directors and by a majority of the disinterested
members of our Board of Directors.

Compensation Discussion and Analysis

Overview

NetScout�s executive officer compensation program is designed to increase shareholder value by developing a talent-rich organization with the
necessary ability, integrity, and drive to advance the strategic goals of the company. It does so by following a process that is designed to retain
and advance talented executives, align management�s interest with that of stockholders, and increase the company�s long term profitability. These
objectives support the goal of increasing shareholder value. The company and the Compensation Committee weigh the appropriate mix of
compensation elements, including the allocation between cash and equity, for each executive officer to help achieve those objectives.

Compensation Philosophy

NetScout uses its compensation program to achieve the following objectives:

� To provide compensation that attracts, motivates, and retains the best talent and highest caliber people possible to serve the company�s
customers and achieve its strategic objectives.

� To align management�s interest with the success of the company, including by linking compensation and performance, based on the
attainment of both company goals and indiv
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