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Item 7. Financial Statements and Exhibits.

            (a)   Not Applicable.

            (b)   Not Applicable.

            (c)   (99) Shareholder Letter dated June 18, 2004.

Item 9. Regulation FD Disclosure.

      On April 22, 2004, the Board of Directors of First Merchants Corporation
declared a $.23 dividend on its shares of outstanding common stock. The dividend
is payable to shareholders of record on June 4, 2004. The dividend was
distributed along with a letter to the shareholders on June 18, 2004. A copy of
the shareholder letter is attached as Exhibit 99 to this report and is furnished
pursuant to Regulation FD.
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                                   SIGNATURES

      Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the
Registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

      DATE: June 22, 2004.

                                        FIRST MERCHANTS CORPORATION

                                        By: /s/ Larry R. Helms
                                            ---------------------------
                                            Larry R. Helms,
                                            Senior Vice President
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      (99) Shareholder Letter dated June 18, 2004.
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