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The information in this prospectus is not complete and may be changed. We may not sell these securities until the registration statement
filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission is effective. This prospectus is not an offer to sell these securities and it is not
soliciting an offer to buy these securities in any state where the offer or sale is not permitted.

Subject to Completion, dated May 12, 2006

PROSPECTUS

$250,000,000

Common Stock

Ares Capital Corporation is a specialty finance company that is a closed-end, non-diversified management investment company
incorporated in Maryland that is regulated as a business development company under the Investment Company Act of 1940. We were founded in
April 2004 and completed our initial public offering on October 8, 2004. Our investment objectives are to generate both current income and
capital appreciation through debt and equity investments. We invest primarily in first and second lien senior loans and mezzanine debt, which in
some cases may include an equity component, and, to a lesser extent, in equity investments, in private middle market companies.

We are managed by Ares Capital Management LLC, an affiliate of Ares Management LLC, an independent Los Angeles based firm that
currently manages investment funds that have approximately $10.8 billion of committed capital. Ares Technical Administration LLC provides
the administrative services necessary for us to operate.

Our common stock is quoted on The NASDAQ National Market under the symbol "ARCC." On May 10, 2006, the last reported sales
price of our common stock on The NASDAQ National Market was $17.00 per share.

Investing in our common stock involves risks that are described in the '"Risk Factors'' section beginning
on page 15 of the prospectus.

We may offer, from time to time, up to $250 million aggregate initial offering price of our common stock in one or more
offerings. We will offer the shares of common stock at prices and on terms to be described in one or more supplements to this
prospectus. The offering price per share of our common stock less any underwriting commissions or discounts will not be less than the
net value per share of our common stock at the time we make the offering. This prospectus and the accompanying prospectus supplement
concisely provide important information you should know before investing in our common stock. Please read the prospectus and the
accompanying prospectus supplement before you invest and keep it for future reference. Our Internet address is
http://www.arescapitalcorporation.com. We make available free of charge on our website our Annual Reports on Form 10-K, Quarterly Reports
on Form 10-Q, Current Reports on Form 8-K and amendments to those reports as soon as reasonably practicable after we electronically file such

material with, or furnish it to, the Securities and Exchange Commission. The SEC also maintains a website at www.sec.gov that contains such
information.

Neither the Securities and Exchange Commission nor any state securities commission has approved or disapproved of these securities or
determined if this prospectus is truthful or complete. Any representation to the contrary is a criminal offense.

This prospectus may not be used to consummate sales of shares of common stock unless accompanied by a prospectus
supplement.

The date of this prospectus is , 2006.
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You should rely only on the information contained in this prospectus and the accompanying prospectus supplement. We have not
authorized any other person to provide you with different information. If anyone provides you with different or inconsistent information, you
should not rely on it. We are not making an offer to sell these securities in any jurisdiction where the offer or sale is not permitted. You should
assume that the information appearing in this prospectus and the accompanying prospectus supplement is accurate only as of the date on the
front cover of this prospectus and the accompanying prospectus supplement, as applicable. Our business, financial condition, results of
operations and prospects may have changed since that date.
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ABOUT THIS PROSPECTUS

This prospectus is part of a registration statement that we have filed with the SEC, using the "shelf" registration process. Under the shelf
registration process, we may offer, from time to time, up to $250 million aggregate initial offering price of our common stock on the terms to be
determined at the time of the offering. Shares of our common stock may be offered at prices and on terms described in one or more supplements
to this prospectus. This prospectus provides you with a general description of the shares of our common stock that we may offer. Each time we
use this prospectus to offer shares of our common stock, we will provide a prospectus supplement that will contain specific information about
the terms of that offering. The prospectus supplement may also add, update or change information contained in this prospectus. Please carefully
read this prospectus and any prospectus supplement together with any exhibits and the additional information described under the headings
"Available Information" and "Risk Factors" before you make an investment decision.
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PROSPECTUS SUMMARY

This summary highlights some of the information in this prospectus. It is not complete and may not contain all of the information that
you may want to consider. You should read carefully the more detailed information set forth under "Risk Factors" and the other information
included in this prospectus. Except where the context suggests otherwise, the terms "we," "us," "our," "the Company" and "Ares Capital" refer
to Ares Capital Corporation and its subsidiaries; "Ares Capital Management" or "investment adviser" refers to Ares Capital Management LLC;
"Ares Administration" refers to Ares Technical Administration LLC; and "Ares" refers to Ares Partners Management Company LLC and its
affiliated companies, including Ares Management LLC.

THE COMPANY

Ares Capital is a specialty finance company that is a closed-end, non-diversified management investment company, regulated as a
business development company, or a "BDC," under the Investment Company Act of 1940, or the "1940 Act." We were founded in April 2004,
completed our initial public offering on October 8, 2004 and completed two additional equity offerings in March 2005 and October 2005. Ares
Capital's investment objectives are to generate both current income and capital appreciation through debt and equity investments by primarily
investing in U.S. middle market companies, where we believe the supply of primary capital is limited and the investment opportunities are most
attractive.

We primarily invest in first and second lien senior loans and long-term mezzanine debt. First and second lien senior loans generally are
senior debt instruments that rank ahead of subordinated debt of a given portfolio company. These loans also have the benefit of security interests
on the assets of the portfolio company, which may rank ahead of or be junior to other security interests. Mezzanine debt is subordinated to senior
loans and is generally unsecured. In some cases, we may also receive warrants or options in connection with our debt instruments. Our
investments have generally ranged between $10 million and $50 million each, although the investment sizes may be more or less than the
targeted range and are expected to grow with our capital availability. We also, to a lesser extent, make equity investments in private middle
market companies. These investments have generally been less than $10 million each but may grow with our capital availability and are usually
made in conjunction with loans we make to these companies. In connection with our investing activities, we may make commitments with
respect to indebtedness or securities of a potential portfolio company substantially in excess of our final investment. In this prospectus, we
generally use the term "middle market" to refer to companies with annual EBITDA between $5 million and $50 million. EBITDA represents net
income before net interest expense, income tax expense, depreciation and amortization.

The first and second lien senior loans generally have stated terms of three to ten years and the mezzanine debt investments generally
have stated terms of up to ten years, but the expected average life of such first and second lien loans and mezzanine debt is generally between
three and seven years. However, there is no limit on the maturity or duration of any security in our portfolio. The debt that we invest in typically
is not rated by any rating agency, but we believe that if such investments were rated, they would be below investment grade (rated lower than
"Baa3" by Moody's or lower than "BBB-" by Standard & Poor's). We may invest without limit in debt of any rating, including securities that
have not been rated by any nationally recognized statistical rating organization.

We believe that our investment adviser, Ares Capital Management, is able to leverage Ares' current investment platform, resources and
existing relationships with financial sponsors, financial institutions, hedge funds and other investment firms to provide us with attractive
investments. In addition to deal flow, the Ares investment platform assists our investment adviser in analyzing, structuring and monitoring
investments. Ares' senior principals have worked together for many years and have substantial experience in investing in senior loans, high yield
bonds, mezzanine debt and
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private equity. The Company has access to the Ares staff of approximately 54 investment professionals and to the 33 administrative
professionals employed by Ares who provide assistance in accounting, legal, compliance and investor relations.

While our primary focus is to generate current income and capital appreciation through investments in first and second lien senior loans
and mezzanine debt and, to a lesser extent, equity securities of private companies, we also may invest up to 30% of the portfolio in opportunistic
investments. Such investments may include investments in high-yield bonds, debt and equity securities in collateralized debt obligation vehicles
and distressed debt or equity securities of public companies. We expect that these public companies generally will have debt that is
non-investment grade. As part of this 30% of the portfolio, we may also invest in debt of middle market companies located outside of the United
States, which investments are not anticipated to be in excess of 10% of the portfolio at the time such investments are made.

About Ares

Ares is an independent firm with approximately $10.8 billion of total committed capital and over 100 employees as of March 31, 2006.
Ares was founded in 1997 by a group of highly experienced investment professionals.

Ares specializes in originating and managing assets in both the leveraged finance and private equity markets. Ares' leveraged finance
activities include the acquisition and management of senior loans, high yield bonds, mezzanine and special situation investments. Ares' private
equity activities focus on providing flexible, junior capital to middle market companies. Ares has the ability to invest across a capital structure,
from senior secured floating rate debt to common equity.

Ares is comprised of the following groups:

Capital Markets Group. The Ares Capital Markets Group currently manages a variety of funds and investment vehicles
that have approximately $6.8 billion of committed capital, focusing primarily on syndicated senior secured loans, high yield
bonds, distressed debt, other liquid fixed income investments and other publicly traded debt securities.

Private Debt Group. The Ares Private Debt Group manages the assets of Ares Capital. The Private Debt Group focuses
primarily on non-syndicated first and second lien senior loans and mezzanine debt.

Private Equity Group. The Ares Private Equity Group manages the Ares Corporate Opportunities Fund L.P. and the Ares
Corporate Opportunities Fund II, L.P. (collectively referred to as "ACOF"), which together have approximately $2.8 billion
of committed capital as of March 31, 2006. ACOF generally makes private equity investments in companies in amounts
substantially larger than the private equity investments anticipated to be made by Ares Capital. The Private Equity Group
generally focuses on control-oriented equity investments in under-capitalized companies or companies with capital structure
issues.

Ares' senior principals have been working together as a group for many years and have an average of over 20 years of experience in
leveraged finance, private equity, distressed debt, investment banking and capital markets. They are backed by a large team of highly-disciplined
professionals. Ares' rigorous investment approach is based upon an intensive, independent financial analysis, with a focus on preservation of
capital, diversification and active portfolio management. These fundamentals underlie Ares' investment strategy and have resulted in large
pension funds, banks, insurance companies, endowments and high net worth individuals investing in Ares funds.
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Ares Capital Management

Ares Capital Management, our investment adviser, is served by a dedicated origination and transaction development team of 14
investment professionals, including our President, Michael J. Arougheti, which team is augmented by Ares' additional investment professionals,
primarily its 23 member Capital Markets Group. Ares Capital Management's investment committee has 5 members, including Mr. Arougheti and
4 founding members of Ares. In addition, Ares Capital Management leverages off of Ares' entire investment platform and benefits from the Ares
investment professionals' significant capital markets, trading and research expertise developed through Ares industry analysts. Ares funds have
made investments in over 1,000 companies in over 30 different industries and currently hold over 400 investments in over 30 different
industries.

MARKET OPPORTUNITY

We believe the environment for investing in middle market companies is attractive for the following reasons:

We believe that many senior lenders have, in recent years, de-emphasized their service and product offerings to middle
market businesses in favor of lending to large corporate clients and managing capital markets transactions.

We believe there is increased demand among private middle market companies for primary capital. Many middle-market
firms have faced increased difficulty raising debt in the capital markets, due to a continuing preference for larger size high
yield bond issuances.

We believe there is a large pool of uninvested private equity capital for middle market companies. We expect private equity
firms will seek to leverage their investments by combining capital with senior secured loans and mezzanine debt from other
sources.

COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGES

We believe that we have the following competitive advantages over other capital providers in middle market companies:

Existing investment platform

Ares currently manages approximately $10.8 billion of committed capital in the related asset classes of syndicated loans, high yield
bonds, mezzanine debt and private equity. We believe Ares' current investment platform provides a competitive advantage in terms of access to
origination and marketing activities and diligence for Ares Capital.

Seasoned management team

Ares senior professionals have an average of over 20 years experience in leveraged finance, including substantial experience in
investing in leveraged loans, high yield bonds, mezzanine debt, distressed debt and private equity securities. As a result of Ares' extensive
investment experience, Ares and its senior principals have developed a strong reputation in the capital markets. We believe that this experience
affords Ares Capital a competitive advantage in identifying and investing in middle market companies with the potential to generate positive
returns.

Experience and focus on middle market companies

Ares has historically focused on investments in middle market companies and we benefit from this experience. Our investment adviser
uses Ares' extensive network of relationships with intermediaries focused on middle market companies, to attract well-positioned prospective
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company investments. In particular, our investment adviser works closely with the Ares investment professionals, who oversee a portfolio of
investments in over 400 companies, and provide access to an extensive network of relationships and special insights into industry trends and the
state of the capital markets.

Disciplined investment philosophy

In making its investment decisions, our investment adviser has adopted Ares' long-standing, consistent investment approach that was
developed over 14 years ago by several of its founders. Ares Capital Management's investment philosophy and portfolio construction involves
an assessment of the overall macroeconomic environment, financial markets and company-specific research and analysis. Our investment
approach emphasizes capital preservation, low volatility and minimization of downside risk.

Extensive industry focus

We concentrate our investing activities in industries with a history of predictable and dependable cash flows and in which the Ares
investment professionals historically have had extensive investment experience. Since its inception in 1997, Ares investment professionals have
invested in over 1,000 companies in over 30 different industries, and over this time have developed long-term relationships with management
teams and management consultants within these industries. The experience of Ares' investment professionals in investing across these industries,
throughout various stages of the economic cycle, provides our investment adviser with access to ongoing market insights and favorable
investment opportunities.

Flexible transaction structuring

We are flexible in structuring investments, the types of securities in which we invest and the terms associated with such investments.
The principals of Ares have extensive experience in a wide variety of securities for leveraged companies with a diverse set of terms and
conditions. This approach and experience should enable our investment adviser to identify attractive investment opportunities throughout the
economic cycle and across a company's capital structure so that we can make investments consistent with our stated objectives.

OPERATING AND REGULATORY STRUCTURE

Our investment activities are managed by Ares Capital Management and supervised by our board of directors, a majority of whom are
independent of Ares and its affiliates. Ares Capital Management is an investment adviser that is registered under the Investment Advisers Act of
1940, or the "Advisers Act." Under our investment advisory and management agreement, we have agreed to pay Ares Capital Management an
annual base management fee based on our total assets, as defined under the 1940 Act (other than cash and cash equivalents but including assets
purchased with borrowed funds), and an incentive fee based on our performance. See "Management Investment Advisory and Management
Agreement."

As a BDC, we are required to comply with certain regulatory requirements. While we are permitted to finance investments using debt,
our ability to use debt is limited in certain significant respects. See "Regulation."” We have elected to be treated for federal income tax purposes
as a regulated investment company, or a "RIC," under Subchapter M of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, or the "Code." See "Material U.S.
Federal Income Tax Considerations."

LIQUIDITY

We are party to a Senior Secured Revolving Credit Agreement that provides for up to $250 million of borrowings, which expires on
December 28, 2010. In addition, our wholly owned

10
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subsidiary, Ares Capital CP Funding LLC, is party to a separate credit facility (together with the Senior Secured Revolving Credit Agreement,
the "Facilities") that provides for up to $350 million of borrowings, which expires on November 1, 2006, unless extended prior to such date with
the consent of the lenders.

RISK FACTORS

Investing in Ares Capital involves risks. The following is a summary of certain risks that you should carefully consider before investing
in shares of our common stock. In addition, see "Risk Factors" beginning on page 15 for a more detailed discussion of the factors you should
carefully consider before deciding to invest in our common stock.

Risks Relating to Our Business

A failure on our part to maintain our status as a BDC would significantly reduce our operating flexibility.
The Company may not replicate Ares' historical success.

We are dependent upon Ares Capital Management's key personnel for our future success and upon their access to Ares
investment professionals.

We are a new company with a limited operating history.

Our investment adviser and the members of its investment committee have limited experience managing a BDC.
Our financial condition and results of operation will depend on our ability to manage future growth effectively.
Our ability to grow will depend on our ability to raise capital.

We operate in a highly competitive market for investment opportunities.

We will be subject to corporate-level income tax if we are unable to qualify as a RIC.

We may have difficulty paying our required distributions if we recognize income before or without receiving cash
representing such income.

Regulations governing our operation as a BDC affect our ability to, and the way in which we, raise additional capital.

If our primary investments are deemed not to be qualifying assets we could lose our status as a BDC or be precluded from
investing according to our current business plan.

We borrow money, which magnifies the potential for gain or loss on amounts invested and may increase the risk of investing
with us.

11
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We will be exposed to risks associated with changes in interest rates.

Many of our portfolio investments are not publicly traded and, as a result, there will be uncertainty as to the value of our
portfolio investments.

The lack of liquidity in our investments may adversely affect our business.

We may experience fluctuations in our quarterly results.

There are significant potential conflicts of interest that could impact our investment returns.

12
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Our investment adviser's liability is limited under the investment management agreement, and we will indemnify our
investment adviser against certain liabilities, which may lead our investment adviser to act in a riskier manner on our behalf
than it would when acting for its own account.

We may be obligated to pay our manager incentive compensation even if we incur a loss.

Changes in laws or regulations governing our operations, or changes in the interpretation thereof, and any failure by us to
comply with laws or regulations governing our operations may adversely affect our business.

Our ability to enter into transactions with our affiliates will be restricted.

Risks Relating To Our Investments

Our portfolio is concentrated in a limited number of portfolio companies, which subjects us to a risk of significant loss if any
of these companies defaults on its obligations.

Our investments may be risky, and you could lose all or part of your investment.

Economic recessions or downturns could impair our portfolio companies and harm our operating results.

There may be circumstances where our debt investments could be subordinated to claims of other creditors or we could be
subject to lender liability claims.

An investment strategy focused primarily on privately-held companies presents certain challenges, including the lack of
available information about these companies and a greater vulnerability to economic downturns.

Our portfolio companies may incur debt or issue equity securities that rank equally with, or senior to, our investments in
such companies.

Investments in equity securities involve a substantial degree of risk.

Our incentive fee may induce Ares Capital Management to make certain investments, including speculative investments.

Our investments in foreign debt may involve significant risks in addition to the risks inherent in U.S. investments. We may
expose ourselves to risks if we engage in hedging transactions.

We will initially invest a portion of the net proceeds of offerings pursuant to this prospectus primarily in high-quality
short-term investments, which will generate lower rates of return than those expected from the interest generated on first and
second lien loans and mezzanine debt.

When we are a debt or minority equity investor in a portfolio company, we may not be in a position to control the entity, and
management of the company may make decisions that could decrease the value of our portfolio holdings.

Our board of directors may change our operating policies and strategies without prior notice or stockholder approval, the
effects of which may be adverse.

13
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Risks Relating To Offerings

There is a risk that you may not receive dividends or that our dividends may not grow over time.

6
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Provisions of the Maryland General Corporation Law and of our charter and bylaws could deter takeover attempts and have
an adverse impact on the price of our common stock.

Investing in our shares may involve an above average degree of risk.

The market price of our common stock may fluctuate significantly.

We may allocate the net proceeds from offerings in ways with which you may not agree.

Our shares may trade at discounts from net asset value.

Investors in offerings will incur immediate dilution upon the closing of this offering.

Sales of substantial amounts of our common stock in the public market may have an adverse effect on the market price of
our common stock.

OUR CORPORATE INFORMATION

Our administrative offices are located at 1999 Avenue of the Stars, Suite 1900, Los Angeles, California, 90067, telephone number
(310) 201-4200, and our executive offices are located at 780 Third Avenue, 46th Floor, New York, New York 10017, telephone number
(212) 750-7300.

15
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OFFERINGS

We may offer, from time to time, up to $250 million of our common stock, on terms to be determined at the time of the offering. We

will offer our common stock at prices and on terms to be set forth in one or more supplements to this prospectus; provided that the offering price
per share, less any underwriting commissions or discounts, will not be less than the net asset value per share of our common stock at the time of
the offering.

We may offer our common stock directly to one or more purchasers, through agents that we designate from time to time, or to or
through underwriters or dealers. The prospectus supplement relating to the offering will identify any agents or underwriters involved in the sale
of our common stock, and will set forth any applicable purchase price, fee, commission or discount arrangement between us and our agents or
underwriters or among our underwriters or the basis upon which such amount may be calculated. See "Plan of Distribution." We may not sell
any of our common stock through agents, underwriters or dealers without delivery of a prospectus supplement describing the method and terms
of the offering of our securities.

Set forth below is additional information regarding offerings of our securities:

Use of proceeds Unless otherwise specified in a prospectus supplement, we intend to use the net proceeds
from the sale of our securities for general corporate purposes, which includes investing in
portfolio companies in accordance with our investment objectives and strategies and
repaying indebtedness, if any, incurred under our credit facilities. The supplement to this
prospectus relating to an offering will more fully identify the use of the proceeds from such
offering. See "Use of Proceeds."

Distributions We intend to distribute quarterly dividends to our stockholders out of assets legally
available for distribution. Our quarterly dividends, if any, will be determined by our board
of directors. For more information, see "Dividends."

Taxation We have elected to be treated for federal income tax purposes as a RIC. As a RIC, we
generally will not pay corporate-level federal income taxes on any ordinary income or
capital gains that we distribute to our stockholders as dividends. To maintain our RIC
status, we must meet specified source-of-income and asset diversification requirements and
distribute annually an amount equal to at least 90% of our ordinary income and realized net
short-term capital gains in excess of realized net long-term capital losses, if any, reduced
by deductible expenses, out of assets legally available for distribution. See "Risk
Factors We will be subject to corporate level income tax if we are unable to qualify as a
RIC" and "Distributions."

Dividend reinvestment plan We have a dividend reinvestment plan for our stockholders. This is an "opt out" dividend
reinvestment plan. As a result, if we declare a dividend, then stockholders' cash dividends
will be automatically reinvested in additional shares of our common stock, unless they
specifically "opt out" of the dividend reinvestment plan so as to receive cash dividends.
Stockholders who receive distributions in the form of stock will be subject to the same
federal, state and local tax consequences as stockholders who elect to receive their
distributions in cash. See "Dividend Reinvestment Plan."

NASDAQ National Market symbol "ARCC"

16
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Anti-takeover provisions Our board of directors is divided into three classes of directors serving staggered three-year
terms. This structure is intended to provide us with a greater likelihood of continuity of
management, which may be necessary for us to realize the full value of our investments. A
staggered board of directors also may serve to deter hostile takeovers or proxy contests, as
may certain other measures adopted by us. See "Description of Our Stock."

Leverage We borrow funds to make additional investments. We use this practice, which is known as
"leverage," to attempt to increase returns to our common stockholders, but it involves
significant risks. See "Risk Factors," "Senior Securities" and "Regulation Indebtedness and
Senior Securities." With certain limited exceptions, we are only allowed to borrow
amounts such that our asset coverage, as defined in the 1940 Act, equals at least 200%
after such borrowing. The amount of leverage that we employ at any particular time will
depend on our investment adviser's and our board of directors' assessment of market and
other factors at the time of any proposed borrowing.

Management arrangements Ares Capital Management serves as our investment adviser. Ares Administration serves as
our administrator. For a description of Ares Capital Management, Ares Administration,
Ares and our contractual arrangements with these companies, see "Management Investment
Advisory and Management Agreement," and " Administration Agreement."

Available information We are required to file periodic reports, proxy statements and other information with the
SEC. This information is available free of charge on our website at
www.arescapitalcorp.com. The SEC also maintains a website at www.sec.gov that contains

such information.
9
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FEES AND EXPENSES

The following table is intended to assist you in understanding the costs and expenses that an investor in our common stock will bear
directly or indirectly. We caution you that some of the percentages indicated in the table below are estimates and may vary. Except where the
context suggests otherwise, whenever this prospectus contains a reference to fees or expenses paid by "you," "us" or "Ares Capital," or that "we"
will pay fees or expenses, stockholders will indirectly bear such fees or expenses as investors in Ares Capital.

Stockholder transaction expenses (as a percentage of offering price):

Sales load paid by us H
Offering expenses borne by us 2)
Dividend reinvestment plan expenses None (3)

Total stockholder transaction expenses paid by us “)

Estimated annual expenses (as a percentage of consolidated net assets attributable to common

stock)(5):

Management fees 2.04%(6)
Incentive fees payable under investment advisory and management agreement (20% of realized

capital gains and 20% of pre-incentive fee net investment income, subject to certain limitations) 0.00%(7)
Interest payments on borrowed funds 1.23%(8)
Other expenses 0.78%(9)
Total annual expenses (estimated) 4.05%(10)
M

In the event that the shares of common stock to which this prospectus relates are sold to or through underwriters, a corresponding
prospectus supplement will disclose the applicable sales load.

@
The related prospectus supplement will disclose the estimated amount of offering expenses, the offering price and the offering
expenses borne by us as a percentage of the offering price.

3
The expenses of the dividend reinvestment plan are included in "other expenses."

C)
The related prospectus supplement will disclose the offering price and the total stockholder transaction expenses as a percentage of the
offering price.

&)
"Consolidated net assets attributable to common stock" equals net asset value at March 31, 2006.

Q)
Our management fee is 1.5% of our total assets other than cash and cash equivalents (which includes assets purchased with borrowed
amounts). For the purposes of this table, we have assumed that we maintain no cash or cash equivalents. The 2.04% reflected on the
table is calculated on our net assets (rather than our total assets). See "Management Investment Advisory and Management
Agreement."

@)

We expect to invest all of the net proceeds from shares of common stock registered under the registration statement of which this
prospectus is a part within two years or less of the date of the initial registration and may have capital gains and interest income that
could result in the payment of an incentive fee to our investment adviser in the first year after completion of offerings pursuant to this
prospectus. However, the incentive fee payable to our investment adviser is based on our performance and will not be paid unless we
achieve certain goals. As we cannot predict whether we will meet the necessary performance targets, we have assumed a base
incentive fee of 0% in this chart. Since our inception, the average quarterly incentive fee payable to our investment adviser has been
approximately 0.34% of our weighted net assets (1.36% on an annualized basis). For more detailed information about incentive fees
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previously incurred by us, please see Note 3 to our

10
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consolidated financial statements as of December 31, 2005 and Note 3 to our consolidated financial statements as of March 31, 2006.
The incentive fee consists of two parts:

The first, payable quarterly in arrears, equals 20% of our pre-incentive fee net investment income (including interest that is accrued but
not yet received in cash), subject to a 2.00% quarterly (8% annualized) hurdle rate and a "catch-up" provision measured as of the end
of each calendar quarter. Under this provision, in any calendar quarter, our investment adviser receives no incentive fee until our net
investment income equals the hurdle rate of 2.00% but then receives, as a "catch-up," 100% of our pre-incentive fee net investment
income with respect to that portion of such pre-incentive fee net investment income, if any, that exceeds the hurdle rate but is less than
2.50%. The effect of this provision is that, if pre-incentive fee net investment income exceeds 2.50% in any calendar quarter, our
investment adviser will receive 20% of our pre-incentive fee net investment income as if a hurdle rate did not apply.

The second, payable annually in arrears for each calendar year ending on or after December 31, 2004, equals 20% of our net realized
capital gains, if any, computed net of all realized capital losses and unrealized capital depreciation. We intended to use the cumulative
method to calculate the capital gains portion of the incentive fee. However, the SEC's Fort Worth District Office has raised issues
regarding the clarity of our investment advisory and management agreement. In response, our investment adviser has agreed that in
calculating payments of the capital gains portion of the incentive fee we will use the method (cumulative or period-to-period) that
results in the lowest incentive fee payment to the investment adviser until our next stockholder meeting scheduled for May 30, 2006,
where we are seeking the vote of our stockholders to amend and restate our investment advisory and management agreement to make
our method of using the cumulative calculation clear. See "Investment Advisory and Management Agreement Management Fee."

We will defer cash payment of any incentive fee otherwise earned by our investment adviser if, during the most recent four full
calendar quarter period ending on or prior to the date such payment is to be made, the sum of (a) our aggregate distributions to our
stockholders and (b) our change in net assets (defined as total assets less indebtedness) is less than 8.0% of our net assets at the
beginning of such period. These calculations will be adjusted for any share issuances or repurchases.

See "Management Investment Advisory and Management Agreement."

"Interest payments on borrowed funds" represents an estimate of our annualized interest expenses based on actual interest and credit
facility expense incurred and amortization of debt issuance cost for the quarter ended March 31, 2006. During the quarter ended
March 31, 2006, the average borrowings were $82.9 million and cash paid for interest expense was $308,038. We had outstanding
borrowings of $185.2 million at March 31, 2006. The estimate is based on our assumption that our borrowings and interest costs after
an offering will remain similar to those prior to such offering. The amount of leverage that we employ at any particular time will
depend on, among other things, our investment adviser's and our board of directors' assessment of market and other factors at the time
of any proposed borrowing. See "Risk Factors We borrow money, which magnifies the potential for gain or loss on amounts invested
and may increase the risk of investing with us."

Includes our overhead expenses, including payments under the administration agreement based on our allocable portion of overhead
and other expenses incurred by Ares Administration in performing its obligations under the administration agreement. Such expenses
are based on annualized other expenses for the quarter ended March 31, 2006. See "Management Administration Agreement." The
holders of shares of our common stock (and not the holders of
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our debt securities or preferred stock, if any) indirectly bear the cost associated with our annual expenses.

(10)
"Total annual expenses" as a percentage of consolidated net assets attributable to common stock are higher than the total annual
expenses percentage would be for a company that is not leveraged. We borrow money to leverage our net assets and increase our total
assets. The SEC requires that the "Total annual expenses" percentage be calculated as a percentage of net assets, rather than the total
assets, including assets that have been funded with borrowed monies. If the "Total annual expenses" percentage were calculated
instead as a percentage of consolidated total assets, our "Total annual expenses" would be 2.97% of consolidated total assets.
Example

The following example demonstrates the projected dollar amount of total cumulative expenses over various periods with respect to a
hypothetical investment in our common stock. In calculating the following expense amounts, we have assumed we would have no additional
leverage, that none of our assets are cash or cash equivalents, and that our annual operating expenses would remain at the levels set forth in the
table above. Transaction expenses are not included in the following example. In the event that shares to which this prospectus relates are sold to
or through underwriters, a corresponding prospectus supplement will restate this example to reflect the applicable sales load.

1 year 3 years 5 years 10 years

You would pay the following expenses on a $1,000 investment, assuming a
5% annual return(1) $ 4150 $ 12556 $ 211.06 $ 431.24

(6]
The above illustration assumes that we will not realize any capital gains computed net of all realized capital losses and unrealized capital depreciation.
The expenses you would pay, based on a $1,000 investment and assuming a 5% annual return resulting entirely from net realized capital gains (and
therefore subject to the capital gain incentive fee), and otherwise making the same assumptions in the example above, would be: 1 year, $51.50;
3 years, $154.88; 5 years, $258.73; and 10 years, $520.16. However, cash payment of the capital incentive fee would be deferred if during the most
recent four full calendar quarter period ending on or prior to the date the payment set forth in the example is to be made, the sum of (a) our aggregate
distributions to our stockholders and (b) our change in net assets (defined as total assets less indebtedness) was less than 8.0% of our net assets at the
beginning of such period (as adjusted for any share issuances or repurchases).

The foregoing table is to assist you in understanding the various costs and expenses that an investor in our common stock will bear
directly or indirectly. While the example assumes, as required by the SEC, a 5% annual return, our performance will vary and may result in a
return greater or less than 5%. The incentive fee under the investment advisory and management agreement, which, assuming a 5% annual
retu